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BOOKS 


Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


Out of Africa 


ISAK DINESEN 


A woman’s experiences while managing a coffee plantation in Africa, 
with only native help. 


The Gold Missus 


KATHARINE FOWLER-LUNN 


A woman prospector tells of her trips through West Africa in search of 
mineral deposits. 


A Prairie Grove 
DONALD CULROSS PEATTIE 


An imaginative history of a small section of Illinois, of Indians and wild 
life that passed, and white men who came to stay. 


The Cradle Will Rock 
MARC BLITZSTEIN 


The bitter story of the unionization of a steel town, told in a drama with 
music. 


Hotel in Spain 
NANCY J. JOHNSTONE 
An English couple build and operate a hotel in Spain, and have a good 


time doing it. 


The Summing Up 
W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 


A British writer summarizes his literary career and meditates on the 
meaning of life. 


Under the Open Sky 
MARTIN ANDERSON NEX¢ 
The childhood of the Danish author of Pelle the Conqueror. 


A Mirror to Geneva 
GEORGE SLOCOMBE 


Character sketches of the statesmen who have figured in international 
politics at Geneva. 
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S THE official organ of the American 
Library Association, the Bulletin, sent 
to members, carries news of the Asso- 

ciation, its officers, boards, committees, sec- 
tions, and staff; addresses of conference 
speakers; articles by official representatives 
of the Association; and brief professional 
communications to or from members. Its 
scope does not include articles on library 
matters unrelated to the Association. The 
Bulletin is indexed in “Current Library 
Literature” in the Library Journal, and 
partially by the Education Index. 


Entered as second class matter, October 15, 
1937, at the Post Office at Chicago, Lllinois, 
with an additional entry at Menasha, Wis- 
consin, under Act of Congress of August 
24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in Section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1927, authorized on 
July 8, 1918. 

A $3 membership secures 9 news numbers 
of the Bulletin and the Annual Reports; $5 
and other memberships secure in addition 
the Handbook and Proceedings. Institu- 
tional membership, $5 a year. Single copies 
of news issues, 25c¢ each. 
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Federal Aid Bill 


Expected This 


Session. 


HIS is a call for action. 


Legislation, 


I understand, is now being drafted and 


will probably be introduced at this session of Congress to carry into effect the six-year 
program of education recommended by the President’s Advisory Committee on Educa- 
tion. The stimulus this program would give to the extension of library service is un- 
precedented. Action on the part of librarians and friends of libraries is imperative if 
the proposed federal aid for education, including libraries, is to be given Congressional 
approval. Please read the following article and then act. 


Harrison WARWICK CRAVER 





A. L. A. ExecuTIvE Boarp RESOLUTION 


The Executive Board of the American 
Library Association indorses the report of 
the Advisory Committee on Education as 
submitted by the President to the Congress 
on February 23, 1938, and urges support- 
ing legislation to put its recommendations 
into effect. 

After many years of concern for the 
forty millions of children, young people, 
and adults who do not now have and never 
have had access to books, reading, and 
study materials, and reading guidance such 
as public libraries furnish, and after ex- 
tensive study of federal aid to other educa- 
tional enterprises, the Association by for- 
mal action in 1936 concluded that federal 
aid is not only desirable but necessary if 
educational opportunity is to be even ap- 
proximately equalized. 

The Association believes that federal aid 
is of first importance for public and school 
libraries in rural areas, that it should be 
allocated through an agency of the state 
which is concerned with library advance- 
ment, that control and administration of 
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libraries should remain with the state and 
local governments, that all libraries should 
be administered by adequately educated 
and specially trained personnel, and that 
public library service is basically essential 
to all educational activities. 

The Executive Board of the American 
Library Association therefore indorses the 
report of the Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation in general and recommends that fed- 
eral funds be made available for rural 
library service, for adequate reading ma- 
terials and libraries in schools, for the con- 
struction in school buildings of rooms for 
school and community libraries, for the 
educational preparation of school librarians 
and for adult education through schools, 
libraries, and other non-profit educational 
agencies. The board urges all libraries 
and friends of libraries to join in support- 
ing legislation to put these several recom- 
mendations into effect, not only in general 
but specifically those which call for federal 
aid for the extension and equalization of 
library services throughout the states.— 
(Unanimously adopted March 19, 1938.) 
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THE SITUATION TO DATE 


Library needs have for the first time 
been included in a major study of educa- 
tion—a searching analysis of the educa- 
tional needs of the nation as a whole. 

Federal grants for libraries are recom- 
mended by the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Education (the “Reeves re- 
port”) to make public library service 
available for the forty million rural people 
still without it. Specific proposals are for 
$2,000,000 the first year, $4,000,000 the 
second, and $6,000,000 for each of four 
following years. These library grants 
would be allocated by the United States 
Office of Education on the basis of rural 
population to the state library agencies 
designated by the states to receive and ad- 
minister them, after a program adapted to 
the particular state situation had been 
worked out by the state library agency with 
the United States Office of Education. 
For the complete text of the advisory com- 
mittee’s report as it relates to library serv- 
ice in rural areas and a summary of the li- 
brary aspects of other sections of the report, 
see “Library Recommendations” below. 

Libraries are also taken into considera- 
tion in most of the other main divisions of 
the report. School libraries, reading ma- 
terials, rooms for school and community 
libraries, training for school librarianship, 
are specifically included in the recom- 
mendations for large grants for school pur- 
poses, and libraries may be covered by a 
phrase, “other non-profit agencies,” under 
grants for adult education. 

A. L. A. indorsement of the advisory 
committee’s report was given by the Ex- 
ecutive Board at a meeting March 19 with 
the Special Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, under the authority vested in it by 

the Council at Richmond, as part of the 
Council resolution on federal aid. 


The Executive Board in accepting the 
report of the Special Committee on Federal 
Relations expressed great appreciation of 
its accomplishments, saying in part: 

The Executive Board commends to the 
membership of the A. L. A. the report of 
its Special Committee on Federal Relations 
to Libraries [see report of the committee, 
page 231, this Bulletin}. Charged with an 
enormous and difficult task which had to be 
completed in limited time, this committee’s 
work calls for special recognition. The Ex- 
ecutive Board wishes also to direct attention 
to the Association’s indebtedness to the 
Graduate Library School of the University 
of Chicago for its repeated willingness to 
undertake extensive studies and surveys for 
the benefit of the Association. In this case, 
the committee’s work was made possible by 
the release of Dr. Carleton B. Joeckel from 


his regular duties at the Graduate Library 
School. 


Legislative action for the A. L. A. was 
put in the hands of the Standing Commit- 
tee on Federal Relations (C. B. Joeckel, 
chairman, Charles H. Compton, vice chair- 
man, Julia W. Merrill, secretary) in con- 
sultation with the President and secretary 
of the A. L. A. Forrest B. Spaulding and 
Secretary Milam were designated to rep- 
resent the committee in Washington. 

Supporting action by every member of 
the A. L. A. and every friend of libraries 


is essential. What can you do? 


AcTION REQUIRED 
1. Inform yourself: 


Read on succeeding pages the library 
recommendations and what the A. L. A. 
special committee did to get them included 
in the report on education. 

Read the summary of the report in the 
New York Times for February 24 and 
interpretive articles such as that by Chair- 
man Reeves in School and Society for 


March 5. 
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Read the full report of the President’s 
Advisory Committee on Education—the 
“Reeves report.” (Get it from the Super- 
intendent of Documents for 35¢ or from 
your Congressman, or from the Advisory 
Committee on Education, North Interior 
Building, Washington. ) 

Get and read the bill itself when intro- 
duced. (Watch for a specific bill number 
and word of the educational agencies that 
are sponsoring it officially.) 

Check on the amount that your state 
would get in specific library grants (see 
page 230 of this Bulletin) and also on the 
number of people in it without library 
service—as given in “Contrasts in Library 
Service,” A. L. A. Bulletin 29:249-55, 
May, 1935, and in the pamphlet, The 
Equal Chance, A. L. A., 1936, 25¢. 

Keep up to date through the Bulletin, 
Library Journal, Publishers’ Weekly, and 
press reports from Washington. 

2. Take individual action: 

Write now to your senators and repre- 
sentatives and to President Roosevelt urg- 
ing that federal aid for education, 
including libraries, as recommended in the 
report of the President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Education (the “Reeves re- 
port”), be enacted into law. Write hu- 
man letters, telling of rural needs in your 
state or vicinity, even quoting requests that 
have come to you. 

Get others to write, as above, especially 
rural leaders or groups. 

Follow up by letters and telegrams as 
the campaign develops. 

3. Take group action—through the 
state association and state library agency: 

Indorse the federal aid legislative proj- 
ect by quick action of the executive 
board or at a spring meeting, or use 
Previous association action on federal aid. 

Send such indorsements to your senators 
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and representatives and to President 
Roosevelt. 

Assign to a regular or special committee 
the organization of support throughout 
the state and the follow up until the cam- 
paign is over; give it funds for letters and 
telegrams. 

Use the pages of the state bulletin, as 
well as circular letters and other channels 
of communication, to go farther than the 
A. L. A. can in reaching all librarians. 

Send to A. L. A. Headquarters, to the 
secretary of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, Julia W. Merrill, names of com- 
mittee members, copies of resolutions and 
letters, and information about members of 
Congress who might be particularly help- 
ful. 

4. Trustees and all friends of libraries 
can give strong support: 

Through individual action (as above) 

Through organized group action, as lo- 
cal or state bodies 

Through interesting other organizations 
to take action, such as service clubs, par- 
ent-teacher associations, rural groups 


LiBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS 
Library Service for Rural Areas 


Libraries share with other educational 
agencies a common responsibility. Many im- 
portant educational objectives are served di- 
rectly and independently by the various types 
of library service. Moreover, although other 
forms of educational service may produce 
more striking results, very few of them can 
dispense with the service of books. 

A broad survey of the library resources of 
the United States presents a picture of great 
extremes. Most urban areas have some 
library service available for public use, and 
in some cities the quality of the available 
service reaches a high level. In rural areas, 
however, public library service is to a large 
extent not available. It is estimated that the 
urban areas not served by public libraries 
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have a total population of 5,500,000, whereas 
the rural areas lacking in public library serv- 
ice other than that provided by school li- 
braries have a total population of 39,500,000. 

Library projects established in a number 
of States as a form of emergency work re- 
lief have extended library service to some 
2,000,000 persons previously without access 
to public libraries. The work of these emer- 
gency library services has been of special 
interest because of its emphasis upon larger 
service units and new patterns of library 
organization. One state, for example, is 
divided into four field areas, each with a 
library supervisor. One field area embracing 
21 counties includes 9 public libraries, most 
of which are acting as subcenters in the re- 
gional system; 34 central Works Progress 
Administration libraries; 237 branch libra- 
ries, of which 10 are for Negroes and 40 are 
operated by volunteers, and 70 bookmobile 
routes. 

No one would claim that the library serv- 
ices improvised by relief workers are ade- 
quate. Yet they are being used eagerly by 
thousands of people who have never before 
had access to free public libraries. The 
records of local efforts on behalf of these new 
libraries furnish a moving story of public 
interest. They demonstrate that there are 
few fields of educational service in which a 
modest expenditure of funds will bring about 
results so large. 

The Committee has recommended that the 
proposed grants for elementary and second- 
ary education be made available for the 
operation of school libraries open to public 
use, and that the proposed grants for con- 
struction of school buildings be made avail- 
able for the construction of facilities to house 
public libraries in school buildings. These 
recommendations are based upon the firm 
conviction that public library service must 
be brought into a much closer relationship 
to the schools than has obtained in the past. 
Close coéperation is particularly essential in 
rural areas, where school and public libraries 
must be operated as a unified service if ade- 
quate facilities are to be provided either for 
school children or for the rural people gen- 
erally. 

It is recognized, however, that most states 
have not so far seen fit to place their library 
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services under the direction of their depart- 
ments of education, although some have done 
so. The fact must also be considered that 
the proposed grants for general aid to ele. 
mentary and secondary education are needed 
for so many types of educational service that 
library needs may not receive due recogni- 
tion. This is particularly likely to be the 
case since many school administrators have 
not given adequate recognition to library 
needs or to the educational possibilities of 
library service, and also since many library 
administrators have been slow to recognize 
the advantages to be gained in organizing 
library service through the schools. 

The Committee therefore recommends 
that special Federal grants to the States be 
provided for the extension of library service 
to rural areas. The amounts recommended 
are $2,000,000 during the fiscal year 1939-40; 
$4,000,000 during the fiscal year 1940-41; 
and $6,000,000 during each of the succeeding 
fiscal years through 1944-45. These amounts 
should be allocated among the States in pro- 
portion to their respective rural populations. 

The United States Office of Education 
should be designated as the Federal agency 
to allocate the library fund and to codperate 
with the States in its administration. A 
Library Service Division has recently been 
established in the Office of Education and 
progress is being made in the development of 
the Office of Education as a center for library 
research, information, and service. 

The grants to each State should be condi- 
tioned upon the establishment and mainte- 
nance of a State-wide library system through 
which free library service will be available 
to each inhabitant. It will be necessary for 
each State to designate or establish an ad- 
ministrative agency; the States should not be 
required to designate their departments of 
education, although in the interests of im- 
proved codrdination, it is to be hoped that 
most of them will do so. 

It is neither possible nor desirable to spe- 
cify in detail the manner in which the various 
State library services should be organized, 
in view of the existing variation among States 
both as to their needs and as to facilities for 
meeting those needs. The recommended 
grants are large enough in comparison to 
existing expenditures by State governments 








; 
j 
) 
$ 





FEDERAL AID 229 


for library service, however, to justify a 
considerable amount of Federal participation 
in determining the distribution and manner of 
expenditure of the grants within States. 

Suitable provision should therefore be 
made for joint plans to be prepared codpera- 
tively by the State and Federal administra- 
tive agencies. The plan for each State should 
provide (1) for the maintenance of a co- 
operative and integrated system of library 
service throughout the State; (2) for ex- 
penditure of the Federal funds within the 
State in such manner as to equalize opportu- 
nity for library service as far as feasivle; (3) 
for suitable coéperative arrangements with 
school systems, the Codperative Agricultural 
Extension Service, and other appropriate 
agencies; (4) for the employment of only 
qualified personnel; (5) for audits and re- 
ports; and (6) for avoidance of any discrim- 
ination between races in the services provided 
by Federal funds. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. Special Federal grants to the States 
should be provided for the extension of li- 
brary service to rural areas. The amounts 
recommended are $2,000,000 during the fiscal 
year 1939-40; $4,000,000 during the fiscal 
year 1940-41; and $6,000,000 during each of 
the succeeding fiscal years through 1944-45. 
These amounts should be allocated among the 
States in proportion to their respective rural 
populations. 

2. The United States Office of Education 
should be designated as the Federal agency to 
allocate the library fund and to codperate 
with the States in its administration. 

3. The grants to each State should be con- 
ditioned upon the establishment and main- 
tenance of a State-wide library system 
through which free library service will be 
available to each inhabitant. It will be nec- 
essary for each State to designate or establish 
an administrative agency; the States should 
not be required to designate their 
departments of education, although it is 
to be hoped that most States will do so. 
4 Suitable provision should be made for 
Joint plans to be prepared coéperatively by 
the State and Federal administrative agen- 





cies. The plan for each State should provide 
(a) for the maintenance of a codperative and 
integrated system of library service through- 
out the State; (b) for expenditure of the 
Federal funds within the State in such man- 
ner as to equalize opportunity for library 
service so far as feasible; (c) for suitable 
coéperative arrangements with school sys- 
tems, the Codperative Agricultural Exten- 
sion Service, and other appropriate agencies; 
(d) for the employment of only qualified 
personnel; (e) for audits and reports; and 
(f) for avoidance of any discrimination be- 
tween races in the services provided by Fed- 
eral funds. 


OTHER LIBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Summarized) 


Operation of school libraries and the pur- 
chase of books and other reading and instruc- 
tional materials are specifically mentioned in 
the recommendations for grants beginning 
with $40,000,000 a year and increasing to 
$140,000,000 for general federal aid for ele- 
mentary and secondary education. 

Training for school library service is in- 
cluded in proposed grants of $2,000,000 to 
$6,000,000 per year for improved preparation 
of teachers. 

Facilities in school buildings for libraries, 
as well as community center activities, are 
recommended under special grants for dis- 
trict reorganization and improved hous- 
ing of schools, beginning at $20,000,000 and 
increasing to $30,000,000 per year. 

Library divisions of state departments of 
education may profit by proposed grants of 
from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 annually for 
the improved administration of state depart- 
ments of education. 

Grants for adult education of from 
$5,000,000 to $15,000,000 per year are rec- 
ommended for schools and other non-profit 
agencies—which phrase might well include 
libraries. 

Research, planning, and demonstrations 
recommended, under the direction of the 
United States Office of Education, under 
grants of $1,250,000 to $3,000,000 per year, 
would apparently include the field of library 
service. 











PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF RURAL LIBRARY GRANTS? 














STATE 1939-40 1940-41 _— ae 

TOTAL Sccenc ~ $4,¢ 00,000 $6,000,000 
ALABAMA 68,962 137,92 206,886 
ARIZONA 10,360 20,720 31,080 
ARKANSAS 53,358 106,716 160,074 
CALIFORNIA 54,991 109,982 164,973 
CoLorAbo 18,706 37,412 56,118 
CONNECTICUT 17,227 34,454 51,681 
DELAWARE 4,178 8,356 12,534 
FLORIDA 25,687 51,374 77,061 
GEORGIA 72,989 145,978 218,967 
IDAHO 11,440 22,880 34,320 
ILLINOIS 72,333 144,666 216,999 
INDIANA 52,307 104,614 156,921 
Iowa 54,085 108,170 162,255 
KANSAS 41,739 83,478 125,217 
KENTUCKY 65,829 131,658 197,487 
LOUISIANA 45,978 91,956 137,934 
MAINE 17,256 34,512 51,768 
MaArYLAND 23,809 47,618 71,427 
MAsSsACHUSETTS 15,163 30,326 45,489 
MICHIGAN 55,847 111,694 167,541 
MINNESOTA 47,366 94,732 142,098 
MIssIssIPPI 60,587 121,174 181,761 
Missouri 64,186 128,372 192,558 
MontTANA 12,929 25,858 38,787 
NEBRASKA 32,337 64,674 97,011 
NEVADA 2,052 4,104 6,156 
New HAMPSHIRE 6,969 13,938 20,907 
New JERSEY 25,457 50,914 76,371 
New Mexico 11,476 22,952 34,428 
New YorK 74,914 149,828 224,742 
NortH CAROLINA 85,585 171,170 256,755 
NortH DAKOTA 20,578 41,156 61,734 
OHI0 77,568 155,136 232,704 
OKLAHOMA 57,084 114,168 171,252 
OREGON 16,825 33,650 50,475 
PENNSYLVANIA 112,323 224,646 336,969 
RuHopE ISLAND 1,888 3,776 5,664 
SouTH CAROLINA 49,590 99,180 148,770 
SoutH Dakota 20,375 40,750 61,125 
TENNESSEE 62,365 124,730 187,095 
TEXAS 124,561 249,122 373,083 
UTAH 8,759 7,518 26,277 
VERMONT 8,733 17,466 26,199 
VIRGINIA 59,330 118,660 177,990 
WASHINGTON 24,614 49,228 73,842 
WEsT VIRGINIA 44,877 89,754 134,631 
WISCONSIN 50,224 100,448 150,672 
WYoMING 5,637 11,274 16,911 





1 Quoted from the Advisory Committee on Education: Report of the Committee 
Printing Office, 1938. 

Distribution is based on rural population. Number of persons in towns and villages of less than 2,500 popula- 
tion and the open country in 1930 is used. No grant is recommended for the District of Columbia. Additional 
grants proposed are as follows, the grants increasing in 1940-41 and 1941-42 as in the above table: Alaska 
$416, $832, $1,248; American Samoa, $365, $730, $1,095; Guam $315, $630, $945; Hawaii $6,673, $13,346 
$20,019; Puerto Rico $40,489, $80,978, $121,467; Virgin Islands $309, $618, $0927. 

2 The grant is to be continued for the succeeding three years. 
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Federal Relations to Libraries 
Report of the Special Committee 


O THE Executive Board of the 
American Library Association: 

The Special Committee on Federal Re- 
lations to Libraries, appointed by the 
Executive Board at New York, June 20, 
1937, wishes to submit the following re- 
port on its activities from its appointment 
to date. 

The membership of the committee is as 
follows: Harry M. Lydenberg, represent- 
ing the Board on Resources of American 
Libraries ; Jerome K. Wilcox, representing 
the Committee on Public Documents; 
Carleton B. Joeckel, representing the Com- 
mittee on Federal Relations; and Louis R. 
Wilson, representing the Library Exten- 
sion Board. 

Following its appointment by the Execu- 
tive Board, the committee met in New 
York, chose Mr. Wilson as chairman, dis- 
cussed the nature of the memorandum 
which it was proposed to submit to the 
President’s Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation, outlined its general procedure, and 
indicated certain contributions to the final 
memorandum it expected to receive from 
its various members. It was indicated 
that the Graduate Library School of the 
University of Chicago might largely re- 
lease Mr. Joeckel from teaching responsi- 
bilities during the summer in order that 
he might devote full time to the prepara- 
tion of the memorandum. 

Following the development of the gen- 
eral outline for the memorandum by Mr. 
Joeckel, the committee met in Washington 
July 9 and 10, 1937, considered the out- 
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line in detail, approved it, and authorized 
Mr. Joeckel to go forward with the prepa- 
ration of the memorandum. The commit- 
tee also met with members and staff repre- 
sentatives of the Advisory Committee on 
Education and discussed with them the 
general attitude of the American Library 
Association as previously expressed through 
its Council concerning federal aid to li- 
braries and indicated the way in which it 
thought federal aid should be provided and 
administered in behalf of libraries. The 
special committee emphasized the essen- 
tially educational nature of library service, 
the desirability for library service to rural 
areas, the earmarking of funds for such 
purposes to be expended through state li- 
brary extension agencies rather than state 
departments of education, and the Associa- 
tion’s attitude concerning state control. 

Following the meeting in Washington, 
Mr. Joeckel proceeded with the writing of 
the memorandum and submitted it to the 
special committee for consideration and ap- 
proval on August 29. He made one special 
trip to Washington in July and also went 
to Washington for the week of Septem- 
ber 12 to confer with members and staff 
representatives of the Advisory Committee 
on Education in order to bring the memo- 
randum into general conformity with other 
memoranda prepared by members of the 
staff and codperating agencies. 

Upon the completion of the memoran- 
dum entitled Federal Relations to Libra- 
ries, it was issued in mimeographed form 
by the Advisory Committee on Education 
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and copies were sent to members of the 
Executive Board, the Library Extension 
Board, the Board on Resources of Ameri- 
can Libraries, the Committee on Federal 
Relations, certain members of the Com- 
mittee on Public Documents, and other 
officers and representatives of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. Members of the 
special committee wrote to members of 
the Advisory Committee on Education 
whom they knew urging careful considera- 
tion of the memorandum and the inclusion 
of the recommendations in the advisory 
committee’s report and the publication of 
the memorandum in the series of memo- 
randa to be issued by the advisory commit- 
tee. Mr. Joeckel and Mr. Wilson 
continued to follow up certain aspects of 
the memorandum with individual members 
of the advisory committee in order to se- 
cure the inclusion of the recommendations 
concerning library support in the final re- 
port and the publication of the memoran- 
dum as a separate monograph in the 
monograph series. 


MEMORANDUM TO BE PUBLISHED 


The reception of the memorandum by 
the advisory committee was so favorable 
that although it voted to exclude all memo- 
randa submitted by codperating organiza- 
tions from the series of memoranda to be 
published by it, it authorized the chairman 
of the advisory committee to add Mr. 
Joeckel to its staff of consultants and make 
the memorandum a staff rather than a con- 
tributed statement, thereby insuring its in- 
clusion within the list of staff publications. 
In this way not only the recommendations 
of the special committee will be included 
in the general report of the advisory com- 
mittee but the memorandum as a whole 
will be given nation-wide publication and 
publicity. The report will be published 


under the title Library Service as one of 
twenty monographs supporting the general 
report of the Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation. 

In concluding its work the special com- 
mittee wishes to point out (1) the general 
nature of the recommendations made by it 
in its memorandum, (2) the extent to 
which these recommendations have been 
embodied in the report of the advisory com- 
mittee recently transmitted to Congress, 
and (3) the importance of prompt and 
energetic effort by the Executive Board to 
translate the recommendations into ap- 
propriate legislation. “The memorandum 
finally submitted by Mr. Joeckel recom- 
mended (1) aid to states for public library 
service, especially to rural areas, (2) aid to 
school libraries and to library service in the 
system of public higher education, (3) aid 
to demonstration and experimental libra- 
ries of various types, (4) aid to public and 
educational libraries for library buildings, 
(5) generous support of federal library 
agencies, such as the Library of Congress, 
Library Service Division of the Office of 
Education, and other federal libraries 
which provide services of different kinds 
to libraries and the public. 

The amount of money recommended by 
the special committee for support of library 
service in the various states was approxi- 
mately $17,000,000. It was based pri- 
marily upon the amounts required by the 
several states to provide for a minimum 
expenditure of sixty cents per capita, plus 
additional grants based on rural popula- 
tion and a small percentage of present ex- 
penditures. Its expenditure was to be ad- 
ministered by state library agencies in 
accord with understandings reached co- 
operatively with the Library Service Divi- 
sion of the United States Office of Educa- 
tion. 











FEDERAL RELATIONS 


GRANTS RECOMMENDED IN FINAL 
REPORT 

The report of the advisory committee 
makes provision for six kinds of grants to 
states, and one to the United States Office 
of Education. The proposals for aid to the 
states are as follows: (1) general aid to 
elementary and _ secondary education, 
$40,000,000 rising to $140,000,000. This 
proposed grant includes provision for sup- 
port for school libraries. (2) Improved 
preparation of teachers, $2,000,000 to 
$6,000,000. This includes provision for 
the training of school librarians. (3) 
Construction of school buildings to facili- 
tate district reorganization, $20,000,000 
to $30,000,000. This provision includes 
the allocation of funds for combined school 
and public library buildings. (4) Ad- 
ministration of state departments of educa- 
tion, $1,000,000 to $2,000,000. This 
provision does not specifically include state 
library agencies, but in those states in 
which state library agencies are parts of 
state departments of education it would 
seem that their improvement would be 
provided for. The report emphasizes the 
desirability of close coéperation between 
state education and library agencies. (5) 
Educational services for adults, $5,000,000 
to $15,000,000. This includes provision 
for reading materials useful in adult edu- 
cation and for the distribution of funds to 
other educational agencies than schools. 
(6) Library service for rural areas, 
$2,000,000 to $6,000,000. This proposal 
relates directly to the provision of library 
service especially to rural areas and is to 
be allocated to the states largely upon the 
basis of their rural population. Service to 
tural population through city libraries is a 
definite possibility under this provision. 
The proposed grant to the United States 
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Office of Education is from $1,250,000 to 
$3,000,000 and is for codperative educa- 
tional research, planning and demonstra- 
tion and includes other educational 
agencies than schools. Library research 
and library demonstrations would seem- 
ingly be included under this provision. 
This provision becomes effective a year 
earlier than the others. 

The amount $2,000,000 to $6,000,000 
specifically earmarked for library purposes 
is, on the face of it, less than that recom- 
mended by the special committee of 
the American Library Association, the 
amount in its report being approximately 
$17,000,000. That total, however, was 
arrived at by the special committee on the 
basis of a per capita expenditure of sixty 
cents and the present pending Harrison- 
Fletcher bill which calls for an appropria- 
tion of $300,000,000 for schools alone, as 
contrasted with a total of $70,000,000 ris- 
ing in 1944-45 to $200,000,000 recom- 
mended by the advisory committee for all 
of the purposes enumerated. The fact 
that libraries would be able to receive as- 
sistance under practically all of the special 
categories would greatly increase the spe- 
cific amount indicated for library service. 
It should also be noted that if the amounts 
recommended by the advisory commit- 
tee for the support of library service 
($2,000,000 to $6,000,000) are contrasted 
with the amounts recommended for the 
maintenance of elementary and secondary 
education ($40,000,000 to $140,000,000) 
the per cent which the former is of the 
latter ranges from 5 per cent to 4.3. This 
is approximately the same per cent which 
expenditures for library support have, for 
years, been of support for schools in cities 
of 30,000 population or more. That is, 


(Continued on page 302) 














Total Evaluation of a Secondary 
School Library 


A Report on One Phase of the Cotperative Study 


cS 
= 


Secondary School Standards 


By WALTER CROSBY EELLS, Coérdinator 


N ARTICLE in the Bulletin last 
month reported five significant quantita- 
tive measures of the adequacy of a second- 
ary school library’s book and periodical 
collection which are being used by the 
cooperative study—number, distribution, 
appropriateness and recency of books and 
number and quality of periodicals. This 
article presented and explained five ther- 
mometers, with appropriate percentile 
scales and regional, type, size, and accredi- 
tation norms which have been devised to 
exhibit and measure the “educational tem- 
perature” of a school as judged by these 
aspects of the library. 

In its total evaluation of the library of 
a secondary school, the codperative study is 
also giving weight to two other measures 
of the adequacy of the library’s resources, 
to six measures of the organization and 
service of the library, and to a group of 
twenty measures of the preparation, quali- 
fications, improvement in service, and con- 
ditions of service of the library staff. 
These are described briefly in this article, 
and norms and scales as derived from the 


1 Eells, Walter C. ““Measurement of the Adequacy 
of a Secondary School Library.” A. L. A. Bulletin 
32: 157-63, March, 1938. 
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available data for the 200 schools are ex- 
hibited in compact form in the nine ther- 
mometers of Figure 1. The mercury 
columns have been filled out for a certain 
medium-sized, public, accredited school be- 
longing to the North Central Association. 
For fuller explanation of the way these 
thermometers are to be read and inter- 
preted, the reader is referred to the author’s 
article in the March issue of the Bulletin. 

Most of the thermometers of Figure 1, 
unlike those with special scales published 
last month, are expressed in terms of scales 
based upon qualitative evaluations made 
by the visiting committees or by the re- 
search staff, defined in general as follows: 

5.0 Very superior 

4.0 Superior 

3.0 Average 

2.0 Inferior 

1.0 Very inferior 

Only brief characterizations can here be 
given of the many factors which have gone 
into the derivation of the scales upon which 
these thermometers are based. For a fuller 
presentation of them, see Sections F, “Li- 
brary Service,” M, “Personal Data,” and 
N, “Individual Evaluation” of Evaluative 
Criteria (tentative and experimental edi- 
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tion).2, For a fuller discussion of the 
results of these evaluations and particularly 
of the relative value and significance of 
the different thermometers, see the codper- 
ative study’s forthcoming volume, Evalua- 
tion of Secondary Schools. 

Committee judgment. The experienced 
educators composing the field committees 
spent from two days to a week in each 
school. One member paid special attention 
to the library. Evaluations of the adequacy 
of the book collection in relation to need 
were made on the library as a whole and 
on thirty-three classifications of its con- 
tents. These subjective qualitative evalu- 
ations were used as the basis of the first 
thermometer. 

Supplementary material. This thermom- 
eter is based upon an average of fourteen 
evaluations made by the visiting committee 
of the adequacy, accessibility, and use of 
periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, bulle- 
tins, clippings, and visual aid materials. 

Organization and administration. This 
thermometer is based upon eight evalua- 
tions suggested by twenty-two different 
factors dealing with organization and ad- 
ministration, classified under such headings 
as provisions regarding financial adminis- 
tration, provisions regarding library 
personnel, provisions regarding books, pro- 
visions for making the library accessible 
to pupils, and provisions for making li- 
brary service available to the community. 

Responsibility to library. This thermom- 
eter is based upon two evaluations sug- 
gested by twelve factors outlining some 
of the librarian’s chief responsibilities with 
respect to the library, such as supervision, 


2Copies of the entire Evaluative Criteria (132 
pages) can be — for 60 cents each; of the 
three sections, F, M, and N, pertinent to the evalua- 
tion of the library, for 15 cents per set. They may 
be secured from the office of the Codperative Study 
of Secondary School Standards, 744 Jackson Place, 
Washington, D 


inventory, weeding, selection, and codpera- 
tion. 

Responsibility to staff and pupils. This 
thermometer is based upon two evaluations 
suggested by thirteen factors outlining the 
librarian’s responsibilities in relation to 
other staff members and the pupils, such 
as attendance at faculty meetings, confer- 
ences, and staff codperation; instructing 
pupils in use of the library, giving library 
tests, collecting and presenting special ma- 
terials, and stimulating use of library by 
both pupils and teachers. 

Book selection. This thermometer is 
based upon one evaluation, suggested by 
twenty-one factors which it is indicated 
should definitely receive consideration in 
the selection of books, periodicals, and other 
library materials. These include such fac- 
tors as curriculum, publishers, authors, 
format, circulation data, staff requests, can- 
vass of reading interests, and available lists 
and guides. 

Use by teachers. This thermometer is 
based upon two evaluations suggested by 
nine factors outlining possible uses of the 
library by the teachers, such as use for 
personal and professional growth, for 
classroom planning, for curriculum devel- 
opment and enrichment, for special proj- 
ects, and for recreational reading. 

Use by pupils. This thermometer is based 
upon two evaluations suggested by ten 
factors dealing with the use of the school 
library and other libraries by the pupils. 
Sample items from these ten are the three 
following: pupils use libraries extensively 
for leisure reading and for developing other 
leisure interests; pupils help collect useful 
vertical file material for the library; each 
pupil’s schedule is so arranged that he is 
free to spend at least three periods per week 
in the library. 

Library staff. This thermometer is based 
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upon a weighted combination of no less 
than twenty different factors dealing with 
the library staff. It will be noted that 
this thermometer is given greater weight 
(20 per cent) than any other.® In addi- 
tion, the staff is given considerable weight 
indirectly in several of the thermometers 
described above where the training and 
competence of the librarian and her assist- 
ants will affect vitally the ratings given 
a school in terms of library service. Space 
does not permit a detailed description of 
the various factors for which special scales 
have been constructed to measure each 
of the twenty factors summarized in this 
thermometer. “They may be characterized 
briefly as follows, the weights assigned add- 
ing to 100 for staff evaluation :* 


EvALuATION oF Liprary STAFF 


W eight 
Preparation*® 
Adequacy of library training............ 7 
Adequacy of general education .......... 6 
Comprehensiveness of general education . 8 


Comprehensiveness of preparation in Edu- 
CATION 2... cccccees poe eccccceccccoces 5 
Recency of library training 


: FAIMING .....- cece 4 
Source of library training .............. 10 640 
Qualifications 
Visiting committee’s judgment ........ 7 
METER QUAMECREORS oo... cc ccs scceccces 4 
Professional qualifications ......... sien eie 7 
Outstanding contributions to school life .. 4 
Beuecational experience ...........0000- 6 
Length of service in school ............ 5 
Non-educational experience ............. =: os 
Improvement in Service 
Courses taken in last three years ...... 3 
Membership in professional organizations 3 
IN. cin ain a'd barn ndlteaa can 6 a Ka-= a 3 
Professional and general reading ........ 3 
Participation in experimentation and re- 
Rass aabalee hae Gas Sees 4am baw 3 15 
Conditions of Service 
PG Oe ROR, os ae iGudeesnccnce 5 
Pegi per librarian ...........ccccccee .: 


100 





*For derivation of these six scales, see an article 
by M. L. Altstetter, “‘Scales for the Evaluation of the 
taining of Secondary School Librarians,” in a 
forthcoming issue of the School Review. 





*The five thermometers reproduced in Figure j 
of the article in the March Bulletin had a combine 
weight of 29 per cent; those in Figure 1 of this 
article total 71 per cent; the two together making 
100 per cent for the total library evaluation. 

*In Figure 1, this total staff evaluation is given a 


weight of 20 per cent in the complete evaluation of 
the library. 





Two sample component staff scales may 
be presented for illustration. They also 
have some interest in themselves. The last 
two are selected for this purpose. Two 
possible measures of librarian load dis- 
tinctly affecting her conditions of service 
are number of pupils per librarian and 
number of volumes per librarian. Ratios 
are in terms of full-time librarians or 
equivalent for those giving only part time 
to library service. 

The number of pupils per librarian has 
been computed for each school and weights 
assigned to five groupings, as follows: 


Pupils per Number of 
Librarian Schools Evaluation 
o— 199 20 s—Very superior 
200— 399 35 4—Superior 
400— 999 71 3—Average 
1,000—8,999 55 2—Inferior 
Infinite 15 1—Very inferior 
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The cases in which the ratio is given as 
“infinite” represent, of course, the fifteen 
schools which have no librarian of any sort, 
and, as every mathematician knows, di- 
vision by zero leads to a quotient or ratio 
which becomes infinite. The largest defi- 
nite ratio actually found was 8,950 “pupils 
per librarian” in a school with an enroll- 
ment of 179 and a “librarian” who gave 
only 0.02 of her time to the library! 

Similarly, the number of volumes per 
librarian yielded the following data: 


Volumes per Number of 


Librarian Schools Evaluation 
250— 999 10 s—Very superior 
1,000— 1,999 45 4—Superior 
2,000— 4,999 80 3—Average 
5,000—1 25,999 46 2—Inferior | 
Infinite 15 1—Very inferior 
196 


Since no school reported over 20,000 
volumes, the six schools with number of 
volumes in excess of 20,000 per librarian 
evidently all represent schools in which 
there is only a part-time librarian. These 
six were as follows: 
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Number of Volumes Number of Librarians Ratio 


2,000 0.10 20,000 
1,315 0.05 26,300 
3,037 O.11 27,609 
3,751 0.10 37,510 
3,800 0.10 38,000 

12,568 0.10 125,680 


Whether all twenty of the measures of 
the library staff have real significance re- 
mains to be determined in the light of the 
cooperative study’s final tests of validity. 
All are interesting and suggestive, at least, 
and doubtless many if not all of them will 
prove to have real discriminative value in 
distinguishing the inferior school from the 
superior one. 

General summary. The particular school 
represented in Figure 1 has a relatively 
low “educational temperature” on presence 
and use of supplementary material and on 
the librarian’s responsibility with respect 
to the library ; very high on its use by pupils 
(equal to or better than that of 89 per cent 
of the libraries studied) ; but only slightly 
above average on its use by teachers; dis- 
tinctly low on the training and competence 
of the staff, and so forth. 

Summary of norms. A study of the four 
groups of norms exhibited on these nine 
thermometers in Figure 1 shows that the 
libraries of the schools of the middle states 
rank highest on six of the nine measures; 
those of the western area rank highest on 
one and tie with the north central on 
another ; those of New England rank first 
on one. 

When size is considered, the very large 
schools (over 1,000 pupils) are highest on 
the first six and the ninth thermometers, 
followed in order by large, medium-sized, 
and small schools. Minor variations are 
found on the seventh and eighth thermom- 
eters. 

On all thermometers except the one on 
the staff, the educational temperature of 
the private schools is higher than that of 


the public schools. On all nine thermom- 
eters, the accredited schools stand higher 
than the non-accredited schools. 

The library plant. It may be noted that 
no provision is made in any of the ther- 
mometers described above for evaluating 
the library equipment and building or 
rooms. All matters dealing with the build- 
ings, grounds, and equipment of a school 
are found in a special section of the Evalua- 
tive Criteria, ““The School Plant,” which 
includes over a score of items dealing par- 
ticularly with the library. An analysis 
of this phase of the codperative study will 
be included in the final report of the study, 


INAS 
Private School Libraries 


A Study of Libraries in Schools of 
the Secondary Education Board, by Oscar 
H. McPherson, librarian of the Law- 
renceville School, presents in some detail 
the library services provided in seventy- 
seven private schools. Although Mr. Mc- 
Pherson finds that about twenty of the 
schools have effective libraries, his study 
makes evident the great inadequacies in 
library service in the majority of private 
schools. The report should stimulate 
schools to analyze their own services and to 
make possible sufficient personnel and 
funds to assure the kind of library needed 
in a modern private school. The study 
may be obtained from the Secondary Edu- 
cation Board, Milton, Massachusetts, $1. 


PFN 


Childhood Education 
THE Association for Childhood Edu- 


cation will meet in Cincinnati, April 19 
to 23. For further information, write the 
association at 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 
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The People’s Library Movement 
Spreads over the Greatest State 


By M. M. HARRIS 


President, League of Texas Library Trustees 


T WAS in the State Senate Chamber at 
Austin that the first genuine public official 
encouragement was given the People’s Li- 
brary Movement for Texas. That was 
twelve months ago. So numerous were 
the librarians, trustees, public school men, 
and spokesmen for civic organizations who 
on that occasion appeared before the Senate 
Finance Committee to plead for an appro- 
priation for extension service through the 
state library, that no committee-room 
would hold them and the hearing was 
transferred to the chamber. Most of the 
senators present expressed surprise and con- 
cern when they heard the details as to 
their state’s detrimentally and discreditably 
low standing in library service—and the 
following month the Senate added to the 
general appropriation bill an item of 
$200,000 for state library extension service 
in the 1937-39 biennium. ‘Though the 
representatives were largely friendly to 
the proposal, the House did not vote on 
this item and it did not survive free con- 
ference. The state’s general fund deficit 
was heavy, and the demands for new or 
increased appropriations were many and 
great in the aggregate. 

All that detail as to the locale of the 
friendly senatorial reception in 1937 forms 
the background of what may be taken as 
a happy augury: it was in the Senate 
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Chamber, too, that the second and farther- 
reaching stage of spreading the People’s 
Library Movement throughout this vast 
commonwealth was lately begun. 

That beginning took the form of a state- 
wide conference on organization February 
19, 1938. Both the numbers and the geo- 
graphical distribution of the attendance 
were encouraging. The gathering em- 
braced presidents of colleges and univer- 
sities, both state supported and endowed; 
state and county officials, executives of 
numerous Civic organizations, public school 
superintendents and teachers, agricultural 
extension workers, business and _profes- 
sional men, both young and middle-aged ; 
and, of course, librarians and trustees from 
city and county libraries. 

This conference was built up by a great 
deal of personal correspondence, conducted 
through the Texas Library Association, 
the State Library Extension Service, and 
the League of Texas Library Trustees— 
all represented on the Steering Committee 
of the central organization. The official 
make-up and active sponsorship of the 
movement has been based upon the state’s 
thirty-one senatorial districts, and out- 
standing citizen friends to libraries had 
been called to take a chairmanship and a 
deputy chairmanship for each district. In 
addition, the president of each state sup- 
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ported or endowed university, college, and 
teachers college, and the president of each 
influential civic association in Texas had 
been invited to take a vice chairmanship 
of the central committee—thus aligning 
their groups directly with the movement. 
With but very few exceptions, these edu- 
cational and civic leaders responded to the 
call. 

Under the presiding direction of Mrs. 
Elnora Edgar Buchanan, president of the 
Texas Library Association, the Austin con- 
ference was addressed by librarians, trus- 
tees, and lay leaders who could speak with 
authority on each fundamental division of 
the task which this movement will pursue. 

Its stated objectives—set forth in the 
circular-prospectus distributed by the or- 
ganization—are summarized thus: 

An informed public opinion, convinced of 
the value of public library service 


Legislation to provide state support for 
libraries 


A state-wide service through county and 
regional libraries 


Strong support of the state library exten- 
sion service 

Throughout all the addresses and the 
discussion of ways, methods, and finances, 
the necessity of local self-help was im- 
pressed upon the organization. Each 
senatorial district chairman and deputy 
were urged to set up in every county in 
their district a committee of civic welfare 
workers who would organize the citizen- 
ry for obtaining county library service as 
a condition of receiving the state aid which 
will be sought of the new legislature and 
the new governor next January. How- 
ever, the necessity, the justification, and the 
advantages of state aid were analyzed for 
the conferees’ information and they re- 
ceived for study the best of the American 
Library and the Texas Library associa- 
tions’ literature on this subject. 
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Meanwhile, the Texas Library Associa. 
tion’s legislative committee is framing a 
new measure for presentation to the next 
legislature. It will liberalize and bring 
down to date the county library law— 
which in almost a quarter-century only 19 
of Texas’ 254 counties have invoked to set 
up local service. The legislation also will 
seek, not only a make-shift and experi- 
mental appropriation, but a measure of 
permanent state support of a system in 
which library service will be an integral 
part of the state’s public education system. 

Thus, at this stage the rapidly growing 
corps of workers in the People’s Library 
Movement for Texas are engaged upon 
two immediate purposes: (1) to pledge 
every gubernatorial and legislative candi- 
date before the primaries this summer to 
support and vote for state institution of 
public library service on a basis of state- 
county establishment and maintenance; 
(2) the establishment of many more 
county libraries within this calendar year— 
so that the legislature sitting in 1939 will 
be convinced alike of the necessity and the 
determination of this movement which is 
striving to take books to the 65 per cent of 
Texas’ people who still lack any library 
service whatsoever. For, if education be 
“not preparation for life, but living,” 
those four million residents of Texas are 
grievously underprivileged. 


VN 
Texas Folder May Be Borrowed 


Lrprary leaders in other states work- 
ing on pre-legislative campaign publicity 
may borrow a copy of The People’s Li- 
brary Movement for Texas, the leaflet to 
which Mr. Harris refers in the foregoing 
article, by addressing a request to the 
A. L. A. Publicity Division, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 
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Microcopying and 


Library Catalogs 


By ROBERT C. BINKLEY 


Mint microcopying combine with 


the library card catalog into a new instru- 
ment for the control of library materials? 
The experience of the administrators in 
the making of the union catalogs at Phila- 
delphia and Cleveland has demonstrated 
conclusively that library cards can be 
photographed on 16 mm. film at 17-1 or 
22-1 diameters reduction and read back 
in reading machines. Nowhere, however, 
has a film copy or a microcopy of a li- 
brary catalog been utilized directly for 
service purposes. Some time ago Mr. Ver- 
neur Pratt of International Filmbook Cor- 
poration estimated that microcopies of li- 
brary catalogs could be manufactured at 
$50 per million cards for a moderate num- 
ber of subscribers. An experiment intended 
to make a practical demonstration of this 
possibility was interrupted by the closing 
up of the International Filmbook Corpora- 
tion. Certain difficulties in the photo- 
graphing of the cards arose in the course 
of the experiment, the results of which 
must be considered negative. But it is 
absolutely certain that a library catalog 
can be copied on a microscopic scale and 
read in a reading machine. 

There are three principal ways in which 
microcopies can be made and presented to 
the reader: 

1. A series of cards can be copied either 
as one or many columns on a strip of film, 
and a reading machine can then present 
two or three such cards to the reader’s eye 


at the same time. A stroboscopic index 
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has been proposed as a feature of such a 
catalog. The reader would turn the film 
rapidly; the index word or letter group 
would stand visible and legible on a por- 
tion of the screen even while the film was 
in motion, by an adaptation of the prin- 
ciple of the moving picture shutter. When 
the film came to rest, the images of the 
cards themselves would be visible. 

2. Another method of microfilming a 
card catalog would be to lay the cards out 
as if in large pages, microfilm them, and 
read them in an ordinary reading machine, 
such as the Eastman Recordak, which 
would present a page at a time. 

3. A third possibility in microcopying 
is dependent upon a development now un- 
der way in reading microcopies that have 
been photographed or printed on paper. It 
has been proved technically feasible to re- 
duce ordinary printing or typescript ten 
diameters, multiply it by a photo-engraving 
process and combine thereby the economies 
of microphotography with those of print- 
ing. Reading equipment for the reading 
of such printed microcopies is under way. 

The combination of the economies of 
large-edition printing with those of micro- 
copying yields fantastic results. For ex- 
ample, if the number of purchasers of a 
microprinted catalog made from cards 
should be 3,000, the cost divided among 
these subscribers would be $30 per million 
cards. 

There are two situations in which we 
can imagine the use of a microcopy of a 
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catalog in place of the catalog itself. First, 
a library can obtain in this manner the 
catalog of another library or a union cata- 
log of many libraries; second, the library 
might let the public use a microfilm of its 
own catalog instead of the cards them- 
selves. 

The first use is the one which involves 
least departure from ordinary library rou- 
tine. For example, the depository catalog 
of the Library of Congress, or the great 
union catalog in the Library of Congress, 
might be distributed in microcopy form 
and become just such a part of the ap- 
paratus of a library as the printed cata- 
log of the British Museum. 


A RANGE OF SERVICE UNKNOWN 


The low costs of production suggest the 
further possibility that even the diction- 
ary catalog of a great library might be 
made widely accessible, not only as a check- 
list of the holdings of that library but as 
a universal bibliographical tool. For ex- 
ample, if the dictionary catalog of the Li- 
brary of Congress were microprinted and 
widely distributed, to become a part of the 
normal equipment of any library, the qual- 
ity of bibliographical reference work would 
be greatly enhanced ; and if this copy of the 
dictionary catalog were supplemented, as 
it would be, by a microcopying service 
rendering available at moderate cost any- 
thing in the Library of Congress (except 
insofar as copyright considerations inter- 
vene), the range of library service, even 
in the smaller libraries, would be some- 
thing that could hardly have been imagined 
a few years ago. 

The second use of microcopies of a li- 
brary’s card catalog presents special ad- 
ministrative problems, because it calls for 
as many reading machines as there are 
normally people consulting the library cata- 
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log. The simplest application of micro- 
copying to the library catalog problem is, 
therefore, the use of microcopying as a 
bibliographical or cataloging aid, or, in the 
case of local or regional catalogs, as a guide 
that will send the reader directly to the 
appropriate library. 

Librarians have under consideration, as 
an alternative to these microcopying and 
microfilming possibilities, a proposal to 
photo-offset the depository catalog of the 
Library of Congress in a slight reduction. 
It is believed that if 500 libraries desire 
the depository catalog in book form, it can 
be given to each of them at $500 a set. 
Comparable figures would apply to the 
photo-offset production in book form, for 
reading without reading machines, of any 
union catalog or any dictionary catalog. 

There is one feature of any microcopied 
catalog (true also of a printed book cata- 
log) that marks it as technically different 
from the card file: namely, that it will al- 
ways be a closed series. A microcopy of a 
catalog will be the catalog as it stood at 
the date the microcopy was made. The 
same thing is true, of course, of the pro- 
posed photo-offset copy of the Library of 
Congress depository catalog. Whether we 
resort to the microcopying principle and 
use a reading machine, or to the photo- 
offset principle and merely reduce a catalog 
to book form, the finished product begins to 
get out of date as soon as it is made. 

For this reason, any of these schemes 
calls for a carefully thought out system 
of supplements. If the catalog copied is 
a simple alphabet (as the depository cata- 
log in the Library of Congress, or a union 
catalog of main entry cards) annual sup- 
plements can be made year by year until 
their number has so increased the diff- 
culty of consultation as to justify a new 
photographing of the entire catalog. With 
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LIBRARIES AND THE FIVE-DAY WEEK 


a dictionary catalog, on the other hand, 
the administrative difficulty of building up 
a separate supplementary dictionary cata- 
log to await reproduction as a supplement 
would be very great. For that reason a 
microcopy of the dictionary catalog of a 
library should probably be allowed to get 
out of date over a period of years until 
the time should come for a new edition. 

In general, the development of micro- 
copying techniques serves notice upon li- 
brarians that they can look forward to a 
professional life in which they will have 
at their finger tips far more extensive and 
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far more accurate information about the 
holdings of other libraries than was ever 
thought possible at the time when current 
library techniques were elaborated. That 
which has been achieved in the Union List 
of Serials is attainable in respect of books, 
and if advantage is taken of the present 
work relief program to build up regional 
union catalogs throughout the country, 
and these regional union catalogs are then 
microcopied for all the libraries of the re- 
gion, it will follow that all our libraries 
will be able to lift their services to an en- 
tirely new level. 


39 * KE 


Libraries and the Five-Day Week 


By NELL A. UNGER 


HE five-day week in industry has 
progressed beyond the pioneering stage. 
In July, 1937, twenty large basic indus- 
tries were operating upon a shorter week 
than in 1929, even though actual employ- 
ment in these industries had increased. 
The movement developed rapidly as a 
remedy for unemployment but the demand 
for improved working conditions has been 
responsible for its recent growth. 

The five-day week in libraries has de- 
veloped more slowly. In its inception, it 
frequently came as compensation for re- 
duced depression salaries, but later, recog- 
nition of the desirability of giving staffs 
leisure time for study and travel and for 
greater participation in community affairs 
was an important factor in its adoption. 
The concern of industry for “spreading the 
work” has to date played but a small part 
in the support for this movement in li- 





braries, but there has been a growing reali- 
zation that librarians cannot reach a high 
degree of intellectual accomplishment 
while employed on the usual industrial 
schedule. 

Any library considering the acceptance 
of the five-day week in principle and prac- 
tice will face boldly certain insistent argu- 
ments against such a plan: 

First, it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
fit schedules into five days unless the usual 
number of work hours are materially re- 
duced. Investigations have placed maxi- 
mum industrial efficiency at its peak on a 
40-hour per week schedule, but an eight- 
hour day is a long work period for most 
busy desks. 

Second, there follows the necessity for 
additional personnel if the work is to con- 
tinue with maximum efficiency and if a six- 
day week is to be covered. 
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Third, if personnel is increased, present 
salaries tend to be divided or reduced, 
whereas increased salaries are generally re- 
garded as of first consideration. 

Fourth, a five-day week for library staffs 
is difficult to secure unless adopted for all 
city employees. 


ARGUMENTS Not INSURMOUNTABLE 


These arguments are not insurmount- 
able as is shown by studies made recently 
when the policies of nearly two hundred 
public libraries were investigated. It was 
discovered that the five-day week prevailed 
in approximately 25 of them. The figures 
of necessity are tentative because of the 
variations reported: two half days rather 
than one whole day free; a free day 
in specified weeks; certain departments 
only participate in five-day week; five-day 
week in summer only. One administra- 
tor says: 


As the library is directly under the city 
manager, all personnel regulations have to be 
uniform with other city departments. For 
this reason our working week is forty-one 
hours. This is one hour too much for a five- 
day week. As the nearest approach to it we 
allow a full day off for three weeks and four 
hours’ work on the employee’s short day the 
fourth week. I am heartily in favor of a 
five-day week and expect to put it into effect 
as soon as possible—that is, as soon as 
adopted by the city as a whole. 


The Library Association of Portland 
has operated upon a 374 hour five-day week 
for five years. This is a shorter week than 
is usual in most libraries and shorter than 
that of the city employees. The staff has 
not been increased’and salaries in most in- 
stances have returned to the pre-depression 
level. This week, however, results in a 
decided curtailment of certain types of 
work. There is less time for non-desk 
accomplishment, for making professional 





contacts, and for departmental staff meet. 
ings, but the six-day schedule is satisfac. 
torily covered. The degree to which 
leisure time gained through reduction in 
actual hours worked has been utilized 
profitably varies with the individual. 
Enough, however, have made constructive 
use of the additional free day to render its 
continuance desirable. Experience has 
shown that one of the great benefits is the 
practical elimination from the thought and 
conversation of most staff members of the 
bugbear of “overwork,” and the conse- 
quent increase in verve and vitality. The 
staff are insistent that the refreshment in 
mind and body is of more vital import to 
the library than is a greater amount of 
paper-work accomplished. ‘There appears 
to be fairly general agreement that even on 
a 40-hour week a five-day schedule would 


still be desirable. 
7A 


Ralph Ulveling Appointed to 
Michigan Board 


Ratpu A. ULvettna, associate li- 
brarian of the Detroit Public Library and 
member of the A. L. A. Council, has been 
appointed by Governor Frank Murphy to 
serve for five years as a member of the 
State Board for Libraries created by the 
Michigan legislature last year. Hobart 
Coffey, librarian of the University of 
Michigan Law School, has been named 
chairman of the board, other members in- 
cluding William Jabine, of Detroit, state 
director of the WPA Historical Records 
Survey; J. Adrian Rosenberg, of Jackson, 
a lawyer; and Alice Vevia, of Grand 
Rapids, a teacher. 

A companion bill, passed at the last leg- 
islative session, appropriated $500,000 in 
1938-39 and annually thereafter for state 
aid to Michigan libraries. 
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A Professional Classification 


of A. L. A. Members 


N ARTICLE entitled, “The 
American Association—T oday 
and Tomorrow,” appeared in the August, 
1935, issue of the A. L. A. Bulletin which 
was written by Ralph R. Shaw, then of 
the library of the Engineering Societies, 
New York, now of the Public Library, 
Gary, Indiana. This article suggested 
certain reforms relative to A. L. A. mem- 
bership. 

In October, 


Library 


1935, a committee 
consisting of Leo Etzkorn, chairman, 
Mary Helen McCrea, secretary, and 


Muriel S. Marchant was appointed by 
Winifred Ver Nooy, chairman of the 
Membership Committee, to consider Mr. 
Shaw’s article and the subsequent re- 
sponses to it. 

Mr. Shaw’s proposals dealt with two 
major reforms: 

First, that there be a professional classi- 
fication of membership 

Second, that state and local library 
groups be incorporated as direct com- 
ponent parts of the American Library As- 
sociation 

In regard to the proposal that there be 
a professional classification of membership, 
Mr. Shaw made a suggested outline mod- 
eled on the classification of the Engineer- 
ing Societies. Leland R. Smith, then 
librarian of Butler University, at Indian- 
apolis, now at the Indiana State Library, 
advanced another suggestion in his article, 


“The A. M. A. and the A. L. A.,” which 


245 


appeared in the Bulletin for July, 1936. 
Mr. Smith dealt with the same problem, 
but modeled his suggestion on the classifica- 
tion of the American Medical Association. 
The committee regards both suggestions as 
having considerable merit. 

Charles H. Brown, chairman of the 
third Activities Committee of the 
A. L. A., in a report to the Council at the 
1937 Midwinter conference, spoke on 
“What Shall We Do with the A. L. A. ?” 
As one of his important points, he pro- 
posed limiting active membership in the 
A. L. A. to professional librarians and 
classifying the membership as is done in 
many other professional organizations. 
The classifications of membership of the 
American Medical Association, National 
Education Association, American Bar As- 
sociation, Library Association of Great 
Britain, American Association of Social 
Workers, American Association of Uni- 
versity Professors, American Association 
of Civil Engineers, and the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers have been 
studied. 

The classification of A. L. A. member- 
ship now in effect shows that there is an 
unrestricted membership: 

Constitution, Section 3. Members: Any 
person interested in library work or any 
institution approved by the Executive Board 


may become a member upon payment of the 
dues provided for in the by-laws... . 


The changes now being proposed deal 
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with the tightening of the entrance bars. 
The committee has drafted the following 
scheme for classification of A. L. A. mem- 
bers, and suggests that if it meets with 
approval, it be referred to the Execu- 
tive Board and Council and, if approved, 
to the Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws. 


PROPOSED CLASSIFICATION 


Membership in the American Library 
Association shall consist of active and 
honorary members. 

1. Active membership shall include the 
following divisions: 

a. Full members (or professional mem- 
bers) 

Full members shall have graduated 
from an accredited library school or shall 
have been employed in a professional ca- 
pacity full time in a library for not less 
than five years. 

(This automatically eliminates pages, 
clericals, substitutes, and so forth, except 
as they may qualify for full membership 
later. ) 

b. Associate members 

Students in accredited library schools; 
graduates of non-accredited library 
schools; assistants in libraries and all other 
members of library staffs employed full 
time; qualified substitutes; part-time 
school librarians; clericals, etc., would be 
known as associate members, except as 
they may qualify for full membership. 
Also, all those interested in library work 
who are not professionally equipped to 
be received at any time into full member- 
ship: lay. contributing and 
members, “Friends of the Library,” book- 
binders, book dealers, publishers, etc. If 
they so desire, these groups could have 


sustaining 


special sections. 
Note: In both classes the accredita- 
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tion of a library school shall be made by 
the American Library Association. In the 
United States and Canada by the Board 
of Education for Librarianship ; in foreign 
countries, by reciprocity or attainment of 
certain standards. 

c. Trustee members 

All trustees and former trustees of |i- 
braries. ‘This group could have a special 
section. 

d. Fellows 

Fellows shall be those members who 
by reason of scholarship, personal achieve- 
ment or long years of work in the library 
profession have achieved distinction in the 
library world. A. L. A. officers; chair- 
men of standing committees holding office 
for two consecutive years or more; doc- 
tors of library science and others who have 
received the doctor’s degree with their 
dissertation in library science; and all 
other full members who have devoted not 
less than twenty years of full-time pro- 
fessional service in the library field shall 
become fellows of the Association. All 
full members must be in good standing in 
the Association for a period of five con- 
secutive years to be eligible for this classi- 
fication. 

e. Institutional members 

Any 
scribe for an institutional membership, 
subject the Executive 
Board. 

2. Honorary members 

These may be elected by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at any an- 
nual meeting. 


institution interested may sub- 


to approval by 


Members of foreign asso- 
ciations and those outside of the profes- 
who have consistently aided the 
profession are election as 
honorary members. Members of foreign 
eligible to 
way. 


sion 
eligible to 


associations may also. be 


active membership in the usual 
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shall 


members 


Honorary be members 


for life. 


In connection with a reclassification of 
membership, there are always certain 
problems which arise and the following 
recommendations are made in regard to 
them. 


The Right To Vote 


This committee feels that since this is 
a very delicate question the following 
solution might serve. If a professional 
classification is adopted, all classes of ac- 
tive members should be permitted the right 
to vote for the period of ten years im- 
After 
this ten-year period, the right to vote shall 
be limited to full members and fellows. 
Institutions may designate one properly 
qualified person to serve as voting dele- 
gate for the institution. (Note: It is 
not the intention of the committee to have 
full members or fellows wait for ten years 
before receiving the voting privilege; the 
definition of a fellow and full member 
defines these classes. At the end of the 
ten-year period, the transition is intended 
to be immediate and inclusive of all fel- 
lows and full members. 


mediately following the adoption. 


Voting up to that 
time remains as heretofore. ) 


The Right To Hold Office 


This committee feels that to obtain a 
professional status, the officers and chair- 
men and members of standing committees 


should be drafted from the full members 
and fellows. 


Immediate Reclassification 


This committee feels that if such a plan 
as the above is considered feasible, an im- 
mediate reclassification of all members 
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should be made. Since no privileges are 
withdrawn for ten years, the idea of a 
corporate membership would not be neces- 
sary. 

Past officers of the Association, past 
chairmen of standing committees, official 
representatives to the international con- 
gresses, doctors of library science and doc- 
tors of philosophy with dissertations in 
library science, library authors, and mem- 
bers of twenty years or more in a profes- 
sional capacity would immediately become 
fellows. 

Graduates of accredited library schools 
and members who have been profes- 
sionally employed for more than five 
years would immediately become full 
members. 

Non-professional members would be- 
come associate members. 

All other library staff members, stu- 
dents in accredited library schools, gradu- 
ates of non-accredited schools, short-course 
school librarians, etc., would become as- 
sociate members (with privilege of raising 
their classification or waiting until they 
had worked full time in a professional 
capacity for five years.) 


In drafting the above plan, this com- 
mittee has examined the membership re- 
quirements of a number of _ other 
professional organizations, has studied a 
group of letters sent on to it which were 
elicited by the aforementioned articles, 
and has had several discussion meetings. 
It is by examination of all and in- 
clusion of as many as possible of the 
points brought out in these letters and 
discussions that the above plan has been 
worked out. 

The attempt has been made not to de- 
stroy the democracy of the Association, 
yet at the same time to make it a truly 
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professional organization. Present mem- 
bership has been taken into account with 
the provision whereby those voting now 
could continue to vote for ten years more. 
Full membership is high enough to main- 
tain a professional standing and yet low 
enough to continue a democracy. The 
voting after ten years is limited in such a 
fashion that it is hoped to avoid the Scylla 
of a limited oligarchy and the Charybdis 
of a communism, to continue democracy 
in the membership but advance profes- 
sional status. 

The committee has attempted to recog- 
nize achievement, scholarship, and 
committee work in the creation of a dis- 
tinguished group known as fellows. Yet 
it has not omitted consideration of 
the quiet years of work by the member 
who for one reason or another does 
not make public appearance in any re- 
spect. 

The question of dues and the various 
dues collecting agencies has been raised 
many times. Should the sections have 
their dues collected at the same time that 
the general A. L. A. dues are collected? 
Should state or local dues be incorporated 
into some plan whereby one set of dues 
would be all inclusive? 

This collection of dues hinges on so 
many other factors connected with the 
report of other agencies also studying this 
same question, that this committee decided 
to limit its consideration of the matter 
solely to drawing up a suggested schedule 
only for general American Library Asso- 
ciation dues in accord with the proposed 
membership reclassification. All other 
points may be brought out in the general 
discussion to follow the publication of 
this report and are more properly the con- 
sideration of other committees also at 
work. 
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Suggested Schedule for Dues 


a. Full members—$5 a year. These 
members shall receive Handbook, Pro- 
ceedings, and Bulletin. 
life member, $100. 

b. Associate 


To become a 


members—$3_ a 





year. 
These members shall _ receive copies 
of the Bulletin. To become a life mem- 
ber, $50. 

c. Trustee members—$3 a _ year. 
These members shall _ receive copies 
of the Bulletin. To become a life mem- 
ber, $50. 

d. Fellows—$10 a year. Fellows shall 
receive the Handbook, Proceedings, 
Bulletin, and one A. L. A. publica- 
tion per year. To become a life fellow, 
$150. 


e. Institutional member—$5 to $100 
a year, depending upon the size of the 
institution’s Institutions shall 
receive the Handbook, Proceedings, and 
Bulletin. 

Contributing members shall pay $25 a 
year and sustaining members $100 a year 
as heretofore. These will be already 
included in some other membership 
group. Publications to be received as 
at present. 


budget. 


The matter of dues has received earnest 
consideration and this committee feels that 
cognizance must be taken of ability to pay. 
Those who are in top positions can afford 
more than. students or _ staff assist- 
Non-librarians should not be 
heavily assessed for their interest in the 
Association. 


ants. 


All members in arrears lose the right 
to call themselves A. L. A. members in 
any classification. The committee be- 
lieves that with the above schedule of 
dues, or a similar one, the work of the 
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Association will not be hampered by di- 
minishing revenues. 


Incorporation of State and Local Groups 


To return to the second portion of Mr. 
Shaw’s plan: that state and local groups 
be incorporated as direct component parts 
of the American Library Association. 
The third Activities Committee is already 
at work, and since this subcommittee is con- 
cerned primarily with membership prob- 
lems, it was decided that consideration of 
this question was not in our hands. It is 
touched on only as it affects the status of 
membership. 

The recent A. L. A. Handbook lists 
fifty chapters of the Association. The 
present section in the Constitution makes 
provision for state, territorial, or regional 
chapters. 


By-Laws, Section 13. Each state, pro- 
vincial, territorial association . which 
shall ... become a chapter of the A. L. A. 
shall be entitled to one delegate in the Coun- 
cil. 

Section 14. State, territorial, or regional 
chapters of the A. L. A. may be established 
by the Council at the written request of ten 
members of the Association residing in the 
territory within which the chapter is desired. 

A chapter may adopt its own constitution 
and by-laws, subject to the approval of the 
Council. 


A chapter may admit members who are 
not members of the Association. 


The committee feels that this proposal 
is worth while. With the above re- 
classification of membership, the incor- 
poration of state and regional groups 
could be adjusted on the basis of repre- 
sentation on the Council and adjustment 
of dues. The filling of the Council with 
former officers and appointive committee 
chairmen makes it less a representative 
body than might be desirable. It is possi- 





ble that with greater representation on 
the Council, more regional groups might 
affiliate. With the incorporation of state 
and regional groups, a truly representative 
Council could be formed. 

Regional groups affiliating with the 
national organization might retain the 
same membership classifications. Voting 
on regional matters could be left to the 
discretion of the group; voting for Coun- 
cil representative in the hands of full 
members and fellows. Dues could be col- 
lected by the regional groups and for- 
warded to the national association or by 
the national association and reverted to 
the regional groups or both. 

The transfer of regional, state, or local 
groups to the A. L. A. would be a slow 
and gradual process and would have to 
meet with approval both of the national 
group and the local or regional group 
participating. Sufficient time should 
elapse to bring this about easily and with- 
out friction—if it is found to be desirable. 
The initiative should probably come from 
the regional organization, and sufficient 
representation on the A. L. A. Council 
should be given to make the plan a de- 
sirable one from both standpoints. 

In submitting this report, it is sub- 
mitted only as a report. The A. L. A. 
standing Committee on Constitution and 
By-Laws would have the drafting of any 
proposed changes in the Constitution. If 
the idea of the report, the gist of it, is ac- 
ceptable to the Association, other com- 
mittees should step in and work out legal 
terminology. 

Leo Erzxorn, Chairman of Subcom- 

mittee 

Mary Heren McCrea, Secretary 

MurigL MARCHANT 

WInIFRED VER Nooy, Chairman 

A. L. A. Membership Committee 
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PART II 
CLASSIFICATIONS STUDIED 


AMERICAN Bar ASSOCIATION 
Qualifications for Membership 


Any person who is a member in good 
standing of the Bar of any State or Ter- 
ritory of the United States, or of any of 
the territorial group, shall be eligible to 
membership in this Association, on endorse- 
ment, nomination and election as provided 
in the By-Laws of the Association. ‘The 
term “State” wherever used in this Con- 
stitution and By-Laws shall include each the 
District of Columbia and the Territory of 
Hawaii. 

BY-LAWS 


Life Membership 


Any person eligible for membership in the 
Association and elected as above provided, 
and any member of the Association hereto- 
fore elected, may become a life member of 
the Association upon written notice to the 
Treasurer and payment of the sum of $100 
for such life membership. Such payment 
when made shall be in full of all dues to 
the Association during the life of such 
member. A life member shall have all the 
privileges of an active member of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Honorary Membership 


Persons of distinction who are members 
of the legal profession of another country, 
but not members of the Bar of any State 
or Territory of the United States, may be 
elected by the House of Delegates or by the 
Board of Governors to honorary member- 
ship in the Association, without formal 
nomination or certification. Honorary 
members shall be entitled to the privileges 
of the floor of the Assembly and the Sec- 
tions during meetings, but shall not be en- 
titled to vote; and they shall pay no dues 
and shall have no right, title, or interest in 
any of the property of the Association. 


Special List of Members 


Any member of the Association who shall 
have attained the age of seventy years, and 
who has been a member of the Association 


in good standing continuously for at least 
twenty-five years, shall, upon his request, 
have his name placed upon a special list of 
members, and shall thereafter be exempt 
from further payment of Association dues, 


Association Dues 

Scale of Dues.—Each member shall pay 
Association dues of $8.00 for each year 
from July first to June thirtieth following, 
payable on July first of each year in ad- 
vance, which sum shall include the individ- 
ual subscription of the member to the 
American Bar Association Journal, which js 
$1.50 per year; provided, however, that dur- 
ing the first five years after his original ad- 
mission to the Bar, the Association dues of 
a member shall be $4.00 per year. 

Joint Dues.—In case any state or local 
Bar Association shall propose the establish- 
ment of a system of joint dues between itself 
and the American Bar Association, under 
which all of its members become members 
of the American Bar Association, as well as 
of such State or local Bar Association, the 
Board of Governors shall have the power, 
subject to the approval of the House of 
Delegates, to agree upon, establish, and put 
in force such a system of joint dues, deter- 
mine the total amount of such joint dues, 
fix the division of the same between the 
two Associations, and determine the method 
of billing and collection therefor. 


Sustaining Membership 

The Board of Governors shall have the 
power to establish sustaining memberships 
in the Association, and to fix from time 
to time the amount of dues therefor, not 
exceeding Twenty-five Dollars per year. 
Sustaining memberships shall be available 
to such members as are willing, for the 
support of the general work of the Associa- 
tion, to pay such amount as annual dues in 
any year, in addition to or in lieu of the 
dues prescribed by Article II, Sec. 1, of 
the By-Laws. A member who elects to be a 
sustaining member in any year shall not be 
obligated thereby to continue as such in any 
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subsequent year. Sustaining members shall 
have no rights or privileges beyond those of 
other members, and their names shall not be 
published in a separate list, or otherwise 
identified, in the Annual Report of the 
Association. Subject to the provisions of 
this Article, the Board of Governors shall 
have power to make appropriate regulations 
as to such sustaining memberships and the 
collection of sustaining dues therefrom. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


Membership and Fellowship in A. M. A. 
Defined 


Every member in good standing in the 
constituent state medical association where 
he is engaged in practice, whose name is 
officially reported to the Secretary of the 
American Medical Association for enrol- 
ment, becomes automatically a member of 
the American Medical Association and is 
not called on, as such, to pay any dues or 
to contribute financially to the Association. 

Members of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation who graduated at recognized medical 
schools are eligible to apply for fellowship. 

To qualify as a fellow, a member in good 
standing is required to make formal applica- 
tion for fellowship, to pay fellowship dues 
and to subscribe for The Journal. Applica- 
tions must be approved by the Judicial 
Council. Fellowship dues and subscription 
to The Journal are both included in the one 
annual payment of $7.00, which is the cost 
of The Journal to subscribers who are not 
fellows. 

Only those members who qualify as fel- 
lows are eligible for election as officers; 
none but fellows may serve as members of 
the House of Delegates; none but fellows 
may register at the annual sessions of the 
Association or may participate in the work 
of its scientific sections. 

Members of state medical associations 
pay dues to those bodies, but they pay noth- 
ing to the American Medical Association. 
Fellows pay dues and subscription to The 
Journal in the sum of $7.00 a year, which 
has nothing to do with county or state dues. 

According to the amendment to the By- 
Laws of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, no member may hold membership in 
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two state 
rently. 


medical associations concur- 


NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES 


Membership Defined 


Membership in the National Education 
Association shall consist of five classes: Ac- 
tive, Associate, Corresponding, Institutional 


and Life. 


Obligations and Privileges 

Active members of the Association shall 
be those actively engaged in the profession 
of teaching or other educational work. The 
annual dues of an active member shall be 
$2.00, or $5.00, or $100 for a Life Member- 
ship. Active members who pay $2.00 shall 
be entitled to attend all meetings of the 
Association and its several Departments, to 
vote for delegates to the Representative 
Assembly, and to hold office, and to receive 
the Journal. Those who pay annual dues 
of $5.00 or who become Life Members shall 
be entitled to receive, in addition to the 
Journal, the Research Bulletins and the vol- 
ume of Proceedings. 


Associate Members 


Associate members of the Association 
shall be persons who are not actively en- 
gaged in the profession of teaching or other 
educational work, but who are otherwise 
interested in the promotion of education. 
The annual dues of an associate member 
shall be the same as the dues of an active 
member and he shall have the same rights 
and privileges, except the right to vote, to 
serve as a delegate in the Representative 
Assembly, and to hold office. 


Corresponding Members 


Eminent educators not residing in 
America may be elected by the Board of 
Directors as corresponding members. The 
number of corresponding members shall not 
at any time exceed fifty. They shall pay 
no dues and may receive free the publica- 
tions of the Association. 


Affiliated State Associations 


The State Teachers Association or Edu- 
cational Association of a state, territory, or 
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district, may become affliated with the 
National Education Association and shall 
be designated an Affiliated State Associa- 
tion. Each Affiliated State Association shall 
be a state unit in the organization of the 
National Education Association and as such 
shall be entitled to representation in the 
Representative Assembly as_ hereinafter 
provided. The annual dues of an Affiliated 
State Association shall be $10. Said Asso- 
ciation shall receive without application, or 
other. condition, all regular publications of 
the National Education Association, includ- 
ing the volume of Proceedings, reports of 
committees, and all special bulletins and an- 
nouncements when issued. 


State Delegates 
Each Affiliated State Association shall be 


entitled to elect one delegate and one alter- 
nate to the Representative Assembly for 
each one hundred of its members, or major 
fraction thereof, who are active members 
of the National Education Association, up 
to five hundred such active members, and 
thereafter one delegate and one alternate 
for each five hundred of its members, or 
major fraction thereof, who are active 
members of the National Education Asso- 
ciation. Such delegates shall be designated 
State Delegates. 


Affiliated Local Associations 


A Local Educational Association § or 
Teachers Organization within a state, ter- 
ritory, or district, may afhliate with the 
National Education Association and shall be 
designated an Afhliated Local Association. 
Each Afhliated Local Association shall be 
a local unit in the organization of the Na- 
tional Education Association and as such 
shall be entitled to representation in the 
Representative Assembly as_ hereinafter 
provided. The annual dues of an Affli- 
ated Local Association shall be $10, except 
that the feé of Affiliated Local Associations 
of less than two hundred N. E. A. members 
shall be $5, which shall entitle said Asso- 
ciation to receive without application, or 
other condition, all regular publications of 
the National Education Association, includ- 
ing the volume of Proceedings, reports of 
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committees, and all bulletins and announce- 
ments when issued. 


Local Delegates 

Each Affiliated Local Association shall be 
entitled to elect one delegate and one alter- 
nate to the Representative Assembly for 
each one hundred of its members, or major 
fraction thereof, who are active members 
of the National Education Association. 
Such delegates shall be designated Local 
Delegates. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL 


ENGINEERS 
Fellow 


Qualifications for: A fellow shall be not 
less than thirty-two years of age and shall 
be either an electrical engineer by profession, 
a professor of electrical science or engineer- 
ing, a person who has done notable original 
work in electrical science or a person regu- 
larly engaged in electrical work for at 
least ten years who by inventions or by 
special proficiency in contributions to elec- 
trical science has attained certain definite 
standing. 

A fellow shall be qualified to design and 
to take responsible important 
electrical work: shall have been in active 
practice for at least ten years; and shall 
have had responsible charge of important 
electrical work for at least three years. (In 
case of a professor, substitute teaching for 
experience. ) 


charge of 


Member 


Qualifications for: A member shall be not 
less than twenty-seven years of age and 
shall be either an electrical engineer by 
profession, a teacher of electrical engineer- 
ing or science or a person regularly em- 
ployed in electrical or closely allied work 
for at least five years who by inventions or 
proficiency has attained an_ attending 
equivalent to the others. 

A member shall have designed and taken 
responsibility for important electrical engi- 
neering work under general direction, shall 
have been in active practice for at least five 
years. (Im case of a teacher, substitute 
teaching for experience.) 
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Associate 


Qualifications for: An associate shall be 
not less than twenty-one years of age and 
shall be either an electrical engineer by 
profession, a teacher of electrical subjects 
or a person who is qualified to fill a sub- 
ordinate position in engineering work or 
who is identified in a responsible capacity 
with an electrical enterprise. 

In all cases graduation from the electrical 
course of a school of engineering of recog- 
nized standing shall be considered the 
equivalent of one year’s electrical experi- 
ence. 


Dues 

Entrance fee: Fellow $20.00; Member 
$15.00; Associate $10.00. Annual dues: the 
same except that after six years associates 
pay the same fee as members. 


AMERICAN SoclieTY OF CIvIL ENGINEERS 


(Student chapters are formed in certain 
colleges. Certain privileges are granted ap- 
plicants who are graduates of engineering 
schools of recognized standing: 

1. He will need only two endorsers for 
the grade of junior. 

2. If he has been a member in good stand- 
ing of a Student Chapter for six months 
preceding graduation and if his application 
is received within two months after he re- 
ceives his degree, he will be exempted from 
payment of one year’s dues.) 


Classes of Members 


1. Corporate members who shall be desig- 
nated as Members and Associate Members. 
Corporate member shall be a civil, military, 
naval, mining, mechanical, electrical, or 
other professional engineer, an architect or 
a marine architect. 

A member at the time of his admission 
shall be qualified to conceive or design 
as well as to direct important engi- 
neering work, must be 35 years of age, had 
responsible charge of important work for 
5 years and had 12 years of active 
practice. 

An associate member shall be qualified to 
direct work, be not less than 27 years of age, 
had responsible charge of (important) en- 


gineering work for 1 year and had 8 years 
of active practice. 

2. A Junior shall have had active practice 
in some branch of engineering for at least 
four years, or he shall have been graduated 
from a school of engineering of recognized 
standing. He must be not less than twenty 
years of age, and his connection with the 
Society shall cease when he becomes 33 years 
of age unless he has previously transferred 
to a higher grade. 

3. An Affiliate shall be a person qualified 
by scientific acquirements or practical ex- 
perience to co-operate with engineers, be 
not less than 35 years of age, had 12 years’ 
experience and been in charge of important 
work § years. 

4. A Fellow is a contributor to the per- 
manent funds of the society. 


Fees 


Entrance: Members $30.00; Associate 
$25.00; Juniors $10.00; Affiliates $30.00. 
Annual dues: Members $25.00; Associate 
$25.00; Juniors $15.00, Non-Resident (50 
miles outside of New York City) $10.00; 
Affiliates $25.00. 

Graduation from a school of engineering 
of recognized reputation is equivalent to 4 
years’ active practice. 


LiprRARY ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
BYE-LAWS 
(Approved at the 1928 Annual Meeting 
and allowed on 29th October, 1928, by His 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil). As Listed in The Library Association 
Yearbook, 1937. 


Members 


1. The Library Association shall consist 
of Honorary Fellows, Members, Institu- 
tions, and Corresponding Members. 

Honorary Fellows——Persons who have 
rendered distinguished service in promoting 
the objects of the Association may be elected 
Honorary Fellows. Honorary Fellows 
shall be entitled to the same rights and 
privileges as Members. ... 

Members. — Librarians, Bibliographers, 
Members of Library Committees and other 
persons connected with the administration 
of libraries, or interested in the objects of 
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the Association, may be elected members. 

1. Fellows.—All Members who are Fel- 
lows of the Association at the date on which 
these Bye-laws come into operation shall be 
entered on the register as Fellows. Mem- 
bers engaged in library or bibliographical 
service may be elected Fellows of the Asso- 
ciation from the following categories: (a) 
Members with three years’ full-time service 
in a library approved by the Council of the 
Association, who have passed the Final Ex- 
amination of the Association or who hold 
the Diploma of the Association or of a 
recognized School of Librarianship. (b) 
Persons distinguished in Librarianship, pro- 
vided always that the election shall be agreed 
to by a majority consisting of at least two- 
thirds of the Council present at the meeting 
when the election is proposed. 

2. Associates —All Members who are 
Associates of the Association at the date 
on which these Bye-laws come into opera- 
tion shall be entered on the register as Asso- 
ciates. Members engaged in library or bib- 
liographical service with three years’ full- 
time service in a library approved by the 
Council of the Association may be elected 
Associates of the Association if they have 
passed the Intermediate Examination of the 
Library Association, or if they possess such 
qualifying certificates of any recognized 
School of Librarianship as shall be consid- 
ered from time to time by the Council 
equivalent to the Intermediate Examination 
of the Library Association. 

Institutions.—A Library or other Institu- 
tion may be admitted to membership and it 
shall be entitled to nominate a delegate who 
shall be a member of the governing body 
of the Institution. Such delegates may at- 
tend the meetings of the Association, and 
on behalf of the Library or Institution rep- 
resented, shall enjoy all the privileges of a 
Member. 

Corresponding Members.—Persons living 
outside the British Isles, and foreign institu- 
tions, may be elected Corresponding Mem- 
bers. Corresponding Members shall be en- 
titled to receive the publications usually dis- 
tributed to Members, but may not vote or 
hold office. 

Endowment Membership.—Institutions 
and persons may be admitted to Endow- 
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ment Membership at subscriptions fixed by 
the Council. Such Members shall enjoy all 
the privileges of Membership, and their 
Subscriptions shall be treated as capital 
contributions to the funds of the Association 
and shall continue to form part of the in- 
vested funds of the Association. 

Reduced Subscriptions—The Council 
shall have power to make regulations ad- 
mitting persons engaged in library or bibli- 
ographical service to Membership or con- 
tinuing Members in Membership at reduced 
Subscriptions. Such Members shall enjoy 
all the privileges of Membership, including 
voting and the receipt of publications usually 
distributed to Members, except that they 
may not hold office. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL 
WORKERS 


As listed in the Directory of Members of 
the American Association of Social Workers, 


1936. 
Article IV. 


Section 1. Membership in the American 
Association of Social Workers is open to 
men and women trained in social work who 
are or have been professionally concerned 
with problems of social organization and 
adjustment, and whose ethical standards of 
performance and character are in conform- 
ity with those of this Association. 

Section 2. There shall be two classes of 
membership: Junior member and Member. 
Members and junior members shall be eligi- 
ble to vote. Members only shall be eligible 
to hold office. Any person eligible to be a 
member or junior member may become a con- 
tributing or sustaining member by the pay- 
ment of annual membership dues designated 
for these types of membership in Article VII. 

Section 3. Qualifications for Junior 
Membership. Applicants for junior mem- 
bership shall after March 1, 1930, have the 
following qualifications for admission to 
Junior membership in the Association: 

(1) Minimum age of 21 years. 

(2) Completion of at least two years’ 
work in an approved college. 

(3) Three additional years of general 
education, technical training or employment 


Membership 
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in an approved agency. This requirement 
may be satisfied in either one of the two 
following ways: 

(a) Completion of two additional years’ 
work in an approved college plus one year’s 
work in an approved school of social work. 

(b) Three years spent in some combina- 
tion of: Attendance at an approved college, 
attendance at an approved school of social 
work, or employment in an approved agency, 
provided however that the applicant has 
satisfactorily completed: 

Fifteen semester hours of social and bio- 
logical science in an approved school of social 
work or college. 

Ten semester hours of approved technical 
social work courses. 

Three hundred hours of supervised field 
work in connection with technical social 
work courses. 

(4) Employment at the time of applica- 
tion in an approved agency. 

Section 4. Qualifications for Membership. 
Applicants for Membership shall after 
July 1, 1933, have the following qualifica- 
tions for admission to membership in the 
Association : 

(1) Completion of at least two years’ 
work in an approved college. 

(2) Five additional years of general edu- 
cation, technical training or employment in 
an approved agency. This requirement may 
be satisfied in either one of the two follow- 
ing ways: 

(a) Graduation from an approved college 
plus one year in an approved school of social 
work, plus two years of employment in an 
approved agency. 

(b) Five years spent in some combination 
of: attendance at an approved college, at- 
tendance at an approved school of social 
work, or employment in an approved agency, 
provided, however, that the applicant has 
satisfactorily completed: 

Twenty semester hours of social and bio- 
logical science in an approved college or 
school of social work. 

Twenty-four hours of approved technical 
social work courses. 

Three hundred hours of supervised field 
work in connection with the technical social 
work courses. 
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Two years of employment in an approved 
agency. 

(3) (Substitute for requirements 1 and 
2.) Graduation from a four year college 
plus completion of a two year graduate 
course in an approved school of social work 
shall be regarded as fulfilling requirements 
I and 2. 

Section 5. No one may continue as a 
Junior member after he becomes eligible to 
full membership. No one may remain a 
Junior member more than five years unless 
granted extension for cause by the National 
Executive Committee. 

Section 6. The Executive Committee 
may in exceptional circumstances elect 
to membership persons who do not tech- 
nically meet the 
above. 

Section 7. Members and Junior Mem- 
bers shall be eligible to vote. 
shall be eligible to hold office. 


requirements _ specified 


Members only 


Article V. 


Section 1. 


Termination of Membership 

A member of any class of 
membership who is not in arrears in pay- 
ment of dues may resign his membership at 
any time. Resignations shall be presented 
in writing and shall be acted upon by the 
National Executive Committee at its first 
meeting following their receipt. 

Section 2. A member of any class who 
is in arrears for three months in payment 
of dues, after at least three notices of the 
amount due have been sent him, may, at the 
discretion of the National Executive 
Committee, be dropped from membership, 
notice of which action shall be mailed to 
the last known address of any member so 
dropped. 

Section 3. A member of any class whose 
conduct is found by the National Executive 
Committee to be not in harmony with the 
purposes of the Association after such mem- 
ber has been given opportunity to explain 
such conduct may be dropped from member- 
ship by vote of two-thirds of the members 
of the National Executive Committee pres- 
ent at any meeting at which a quorum shall 
be present. Complaints or charges of un- 
professional conduct of a member of the 
Association may be brought to the atten- 
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tion of the National Executive Commit- 
tee by any other member. If three mem- 
bers of the Association present written 
charges against any member, it shall be 
the duty of the National Executive Com- 
mittee to consider such charges as herein 
provided. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS—CONSTITUTION 
As listed in the Bulletin of the American 
Association of University Professors, Jan- 
uary, 1938. 


Article II—Membership 


1. There shall be four classes of mem- 
bers: Active, Associate, Emeritus, and 
Junior. 

2. Active Members. Any university or 
college teacher or investigator who holds, 
and for three years has held, a position of 
teaching or research in a university or col- 
lege (not including independent junior col- 
leges) in the United States or Canada, or 
in a professional school of similar grade, 
may be nominated for membership in the 
Association. At the discretion of the Com- 
mittee on Admissions, service in foreign in- 
stitutions may also be counted toward the 
three-year requirement. 

3. Associate members shall include those 
members who, ceasing to be eligible for 
active or junior membership, are trans- 
ferred with the approval of the Council to 
associate membership. 

4. Any active member retiring for age 
from a position in teaching or research may 
be transferred, at his own request and with 
the approval of the Council, to Emeritus 
Membership. 

5. Junior members shall be graduate 
students or persons eligible for nomination 
as active members except in length of serv- 
ice. Membership for a junior member shall 
not extend beyond five years. 

6. Associate, emeritus, and junior mem- 
bers shall have the right of attendance at 
the annual meetings of the Association with- 
out the right to vote or hold office. 


C7 


Youth Education 
Youth Education Today, the 1938 year- 
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book of the American Association of School 
Administrators of the National Education 
Association (Washington, D.C., $2), turns 
its attention to the guidance and adjustment 
of youth. Librarians will be interested in its 
emphasis on coéperation of all community 
agencies which serve youth and on training 
young people to know how to use leisure 
with satisfaction to the individual young per- 
son and to his group. The program of guid- 
ance for out-of-school youth, which is used 
as an illustration, is that of Providence, 
Rhode Island, in which the Adult Education 
Council, the Providence Junior Employment 
Service, and the Providence Public Library 
cooperate. 
O77, 


Social Science Abstracts 


Complete sets of Social Science Abstracts 
may be obtained from the Social Science Re- 
search Council upon payment of express and 
handling charges. These charges, to be paid 
at the time the request is made, amount to $1 
anywhere in the United States except Cali- 
fornia, Oregon, and Washington, where the 
amount will be $1.50. For Canada, the 
charge will be $3 and for other foreign coun- 
tries, $4. Address the Social Science Re- 
search Council, 230 Park Avenue, New York 
City. 

CIN 


New Address 


Books and Films, a monthly publication 
devoted to book-film codperation, has moved 
its headquarters from Cleveland to 1730 
North Edgemont Street, Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia, according to recent word from Ina 
Roberts, editor and publisher. 


O77 


Music Course Offered 
at Columbia 


A course in music library administration 
will be offered for the first time by Colum- 
bia University School of Library Service 
in the 1938 summer session. Details about 
the course and an application blank may 
be secured from the secretary of the uni- 
versity. 














Dividends 


A Few Paid Here and There to Library Patrons 


HE Darlington County (S.C.) Cir- 
culating Library recently received a dona- 
tion of $1 which was given by one of the 
teachers of an elementary school in the 
county. This teacher came out to the truck 
during its semi-monthly visit and asked the 
attendant in charge if it were possible for 
anyone to make a contribution of this kind. 
She said that she would like in some way 
to show her appreciation to the library for 
the service that had been rendered to her 
and her school. “No one knows what 
these books have meant to me in my school 
work,” she said. “I look back before the 
days of county library service and don’t see 
how I was able to teach school without 
the aid of your books.” This county 
teacher has charge of three grades. While 
one grade is busy reciting, the others spend 
their time with the library books which 
are kept on little tables in one corner of 
the classroom. 


BaLTIMoRE’s Necro LitTLE THEATER 


An ambitious group of Negro students, 
planning to found a permanent Negro little 
theater, have made unceasing use of the 
library’s collection and services. They 
have read every recommended book on act- 
ing, production, stagecraft, costume, and 
make-up. Scores of plays have been ex- 
amined by their play selection committee. 
When launching their venture, they called 





1Dividends is a feature sponsored by the junior 
members of the A. L. A. Send stories to Ruth T. 
Manlove, St. Louis Public Library, chairman of the 
Junior Members Subcommittee on Publicity. 
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upon a member of the Enoch Pratt staff 
for advice, which was given in the form 
of a list of valuable suggestions, especially 
“Don'ts”: why certain little 
theaters have failed or deteriorated in the 
past. These young people have done excel- 
lent work and generously acknowledge the 
value of the library’s interest and support. 


reasons 


THE STORY BEHIND A BUSINESS CARD 


A neatly printed business card presented 
in the Gary (Ind.) Reference Room—and 
staff and patron seemed equally pleased. 
Not long before, an unemployed machinist, 
to whom, for years, the library had meant 
only recreational reading, studied over 
some books on mending and repairing. He 
conceived the idea of mending and repair- 
ing the expensive equipment, the tools, 
chairs, and tables, in doctors’ and dentists’ 
offices. Hospitals, too, had _ repairing 
needs. An eight-hour day was too short: 
hospital work was done in the daytime; 
office equipment in the evenings and on 
Sundays. 


Kansas City Apps To Our 
“EMPLOYMENT FILE” 


A girl in Kansas City, Missouri, knew 
of an opening in the office of a large life 
insurance company. She was an experi- 
enced typist but did not know how to cut 
stencils for mimeographing or the prin- 
ciples of filing. She studied the informa- 
tion at the public library and obtained and 
held the job. 

















SDI 
Rural Needs Discussed in Washington 


HE demands for library materials 
and services being created by new pro- 
grams of rural agencies, and how they can 
be met, were discussed at a conference 
called by the Library Extension Board of 
the American Library Association, at the 
Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C., 
February 14. 

The group was kept small enough for 
informal discussion. “Twenty-seven men 
and women, representing widely varying 
points of view, spent all or part of the 
day in clearing ideas and information and 
in suggesting specific methods of codpera- 
tion, under the leadership of Louis R. 
Wilson, chairman of the board. 

No findings or conclusions were adopted 
at the meeting, as its purpose was informal 
discussion. The Library Extension Board, 
however, met in business session the next 
day and expressed its own reaction to the 
discussions in the following statement: 

1. The complexity of the problems which 
confront rural America and the importance 
of rural life to the nation make it a matter of 
national concern that rural people be ade- 
quately provided with institutions and 
agencies for continuing self-education. 

2. Library service, which is relatively well 
advanced in urban areas but insufficiently de- 
veloped or wholly lacking in rural areas, is 
one of the many services which have proved 
of value in promoting self-education. 

3. Modern life creates needs for reading 
materials. Most of the programs of rural 
organizations or agencies cannot be fully 
effective without these materials. 

4. County or regional library service is 


_1See E. deS. Brunner and Irving a Rural 
Trends in Depression Years, Columbia niversity 
Press, 1937, p. 205. 


to 
< 


probably the best device yet used to meet 
rural reading needs. 

5. In order to secure such county or re- 
gional library service for all rural residents, 
a united program, which will involve the 
cooperation of all agencies concerned with 
rural life and will result in state and federal 
grants in addition to local appropriations, is 
essential. 

6. A primary responsibility of all agencies 
is to codperate with each other at the national 
level and facilitate codperation at state and 
local levels. Methods of coéperation might 
include: 


a. Frequent meetings, on the national level, 
of representatives of all agencies concerned 
with various forms of rural education 

b. Dissemination of information about the 
rural programs of other agencies through 
the regular channels of each organization 

c. Encouragement of conferences on state 
levels (following such dissemination of gen- 
eral information) to discuss state codperation 
in specific terms 

d. Regular exchange of programs, plans, 
and reports 

e. Joint planning to meet particular situa- 
tions 

f. Experimental programs, carried on by 
two or more agencies jointly 

g. More attention to the work of other 
agencies in the training schools of all groups 

h. Employment by individual agencies of 
specialists from other fields to increase the 
effectiveness of codperation 

7. The Library Extension Board of the 
American Library Association pledges its 
efforts toward implementing this program 
of codperation and invites similar action 
from other interested agencies. 


Guests, arranged by agencies, included: 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Caro- 
line B. Sherman, agricultural economist 
Department of Agriculture. Mordecai 














RURAL NEEDS DISCUSSED IN WASHINGTON 


Ezekiel, economic adviser; D. C. Blaisdell, 
assistant to the under secretary 

American Country Life Association. Ben- 
son Y. Landis, executive secretary 

American Youth Commission. M. M. 
Chambers 

Arkansas leader. Mrs. David Terry, li- 
brary trustee and leader in state aid move- 
ment; in Washington as wife of Congressman 

Office of Education. Bess Goodykoontz, 
assistant commissioner; Ralph M. Dunbar, 
chief, Library Service Division 

Extension Service. C. W. Warburton, di- 
rector; C. B. Smith, chief, Office of Codpera- 
tive Extension; Grace E. Frysinger, senior 
home economist, Central Section 

Farm Security Administration. Livingston 
Blair, in charge of Education Unit; Molly 
Flynn, supervisor of adult education 

General Education Board. Leo M. Favrot 

Oglebay Institute. Nat T. Frame, director 

Program Study and Discussion Section, 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration. 
Carl F. Taeusch, chief (and Mrs. Taeusch) 

Tennessee Valley Authority. George F. 
Gant, chief, Training Division 

Works Administration. Mrs. 
Ellen S. Woodward, assistant administrator 


Members of the A. L. A. Library Ex- 
tension Board present, in addition to Chair- 
man Wilson, included Nora Bateson, Har- 
riet C. Long, Mary U. Rothrock, and 
Malcolm G. Wyer. 

Carl H. Milam, Julia Wright Merrill, 
and Mildred L. Batchelder represented 
the A. L. A. Headquarters staff. 


Progress 


FV 


Louisiana Issues Effective 
Leaflets 


Essar M. Cutver, secretary of the 
Louisiana Library Commission, sends us 
two effective leaflets which state leaders in 
Louisiana are using in connection with a 
forthcoming effort to secure $700,000 state 
aid for libraries when the Louisiana legis- 
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lature meets in May. Governor Richard 
W. Leche, who is keenly interested in 
providing better library service throughout 
the state, is honorary chairman of the 
Citizens Library Movement supporting the 
commission’s request for increased funds, 
both for state aid and for the commission. 
Copies of the leaflets may be borrowed 
from the A. L. A. Publicity Division, 520 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


FIV 


A. A. A. E. To Meet in May 


EpucaTIonat Significance in Adult 
Activities” is the theme of the thirteenth 
annual meeting of the American Associa- 
tion for Adult Education to be held in 
Asbury Park, New Jersey, May 16 to 18. 
Attendance will be limited to members of 
the association, their families, and in- 
vited guests, as it is planned to encourage 
informal, frank, and friendly discussion 
such as can take place only at a “family 
conference.” 


hal 


State Meetings 


Strate library associations which 
have recently announced fall meetings in- 
clude: 

Iowa, October 12 to 14, at Fort Dodge 

Missouri, October 20 to 22, at Hannibal 

Nebraska, October 6 and 7, at Fremont 

New Hampshire, August 31 to September 
3, at Durham 


Pennsylvania, October 27 to 29, at Buck 
Hill Falls 
Wisconsin, October 6 to 8, at Milwaukee 


Two states have changed their time of 
meeting since the previous Bulletin an- 
nouncement: the Illinois Library Asso- 
ciation will meet October 24 to 26; Min- 
nesota, September 29 to October 1. 
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27 GSSRNSE 
Statistics—Of Use in Themselves? 


By MILTON E. LORD 


Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration 


OR MANY YEARS I have kept 
careful accounts of personal receipts and 
expenditures. Probably this propensity to 
bookkeeping has been but an aspect of the 
deep underlying force which has made me 
a keeper of books in a wider sense. If 
this is so, then has not my experience as 
a bookkeeper perhaps something to offer 
which will be of aid to me as a keeper 
of books? I think that it has. 

At first, my accounts were simply rec- 
ords of expenditures month by month. 
After a while I began to list receipts also. 
For the first time I was then able to in- 
dicate in my accounts a monthly balance. 
Yet that did not add to the existing sum 
of my knowledge. With far less labor I 
had always been able to arrive at my 
monthly balance by merely adding to- 
gether at the month’s end the amount 
I happened to have in my pocket and the 
amount I knew to be in my bank account. 
Outside of mere record, then, my ac- 
counts were evidently not of much use. 

One day a friend told me about double 
entry bookkeeping. It seemed clear that 
such a system would afford an oppor- 
tunity for analyzing and classifying my 
receipts and expenditures in such a way 
that at any time I could strike a balance 
in whatever direction I might be inter- 
And so I 
set up for myself an extensive system of 
classified accounts. ‘Thereafter I should 
be able to indicate whenever I needed just 
how I stood in the matter of costs for 


ested in having information. 
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food, clothing, books, health, or any other 
of the numerous ways in which I was 
having to spend money. Indeed, when 
twelve months had rolled around, I found 
to my delight that I was in possession 
of the very body of exact information nec- 
essary for setting up a well planned budget 
for the year to come. 
budget. 


I set up such a 
I thought myself quite superior 
in having thus arranged in so fine order 
the records of my personal finances. 

Eventually, it dawned upon me in my 
pride that I was merely going through 
so many motions, that I was really making 
an end out of that which was intended 
to be but the means to an end. I made 
the belated discovery that in itself a budget 
has actually no valid reason for existing 
except as it serves as a control over re- 
ceipts and expenditures. If I desired 
to achieve such control, I should first have 
to make up for myself a bona fide balance 
sheet each month. This must list not only 
all my receipts and expenditures but also 
all my assets and liabilities, in both gross 
and classified figures. It must provide 
me not only with the facts which I had 
always had from my accounts, but with 
something more as well. It must indicate 
the relationships of those facts one to an- 
other. 

Not until I had such a monthly balance 
sheet did I know just where I was head- 
ing in my personal finances. Then I knew 
for the first time, for instance, the specific 
points at which I was going into the red, 
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which was occurring rather more often 
than I had suspected. For the first time 
I knew also the extent of my losses rela- 
Without 
information of this sort my budget would 
of course have had to remain a well meant 
plan, lacking the breath of life. And 
my accounts in general would have per- 
sisted as so many financial statistics, noth- 
ing else, an end in themselves and serving 
no really useful purpose. 

Why have I recounted at such length 
my personal experience? Is it of value 
in itself? I think not. In reference to 
the experience of others, is it of any use? 
Is it perhaps illustrative of a tendency? 
I think that it is. 

A great many individuals keep personal 
accounts. From my observation I am led 
to the belief that it is a practice to which 
librarians are perhaps 
more than are their fellows. 


tive to my gains, and vice versa. 


inclined rather 
But do they 
keep such accounts primarily for the pur- 
pose of putting them to subsequent use? 
I doubt that most of them do. 


VALUE LieEs IN USE 

All of this leads to very definite won- 
dering. If librarians are undoubtedly so 
little inclined to put to actual use such 
statistics as they have concerning their 
personal affairs, are they any more likely 
to make positive use of the copious library 
statistics which are available to them? 
Have you done so for your library? 

Each year a vast amount of time goes 
into the gathering and preparation of the 
annual statistics published by the A. L. A. 
Your library works over its figures. So 
does mine. So do several hundred other 
libraries. Finally we get them off to the 
A. L. A. In due season and after her- 
culean struggles by the A. L. A., the 
April issue of the Bulletin appears with 


what are labeled “general and salary sta- 
tistics for public libraries.” Are they 
comparative? Or are they just so many 
figures waiting to be compared? Are they 
even comparable? 


DiscLosE RELATIONSHIPS OF DATA 


One can never know what all these 
twenty to thirty pages of public library 
statistics on the following pages actually 
mean unless one isolates those which are 
comparable and ascertains what their rela- 
tionships are one to another. It is all 
very well to discover for instance, that 
Chicago or Worcester or San Diego cir- 
culated so many million volumes last year 
and had each so many branch libraries and 


stations. But what does that have to offer 
to us? No clear thinking trustee or city 


father can obtain much help from so many 
statistics floating about in a vacuum as 
it were. 

Ought you not to know, for instance, 
how Chicago or Worcester or San Diego 
or your own library stands in relation to 
the libraries of other cities of comparable 
size? The A. L. A. tables of statistics 
certainly cannot tell you in the form in 
which they have to be printed. For ease 
in consultation they must necessarily be 
arranged alphabetically by names of cities 
in large groups. Try breaking them up 
into smaller groups. This may be dene 
by region or by a limited population range. 
For the ten, twenty, or thirty libraries so 
isolated, make an intensive study of the 
individual groups of statistics given in the 
A. L. A. tables. Start, if you wish, with 
the cost per volume circulated. List your 
group of libraries on a separate sheet by 
themselves, arranging them in numbered 
sequence beginning with the library hav- 
ing the largest cost per volume circulated 
and ending with the library having the 
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lowest. On another sheet of paper make 
a similar arrangement for circulation per 
registered borrower. And then go on to 
do the same on separate sheets for size of 
population served, total number of regis- 
tered borrowers, percentage of population 
registered as borrowers. Or again con- 
tinue as above on separate sheets with the 
figures for total circulation in 1937, circu- 
lation per capita of population, circulation 
per employee. Once started you will not 
be able to stop. Your curiosity will be 
great to know in just what numerical posi- 
tion your own library stands in relation 
to its fellows in this or that respect. 


You Witt Have ONLy BEGUN 


Even with all of this comparison you 
will have only begun to extract informa- 
tion from the A. L. A. statistics. "When 
you have finally gotten far enough to 
doubt whether all of these library activi- 
ties are entirely comparable, just because 
you cannot find an explanation which 
seems to hold water as to why your library 
stands fifth in this respect, eighth in that, 
and tenth in another, you will indeed have 
begun to think that there are statistics 
and statistics and damn lies! For ex- 
ample, your city may have a population 
twice as large as that of a neighboring 
city and may expend for library purposes 
an amount twice as large as does your 
neighbor. Naturally, operating expendi- 
tures per capita will be identical. If, 
on the other hand, your city spends for 
library purposes exactly the same amount 
as does your neighbor, the operating ex- 
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penditures per capita for your library will 
be half as much as your neighbor’s. Are 
you to conclude, therefore, that your 
library is being run the more efficiently 
of the two? You reply that this is too 
simple. Of course, it is. But isolated 
statistics are thrown out upon a gullible 
world in just such simple fashion more 
frequently than we suspect. Too many 
of us have engaged in the pastime our- 
selves. If you are curious to learn how 
far we have gone astray, I can recommend 
highly for method and approach the ex- 
cellent presentation by Ralph R. Shaw, of 
Gary, Indiana, on “Trends in the Use of 
Public Libraries As Indicated by Circula- 
tion Statistics” in the current library press 
(Library Journal, February 15, 1938, 
pages 144-47). 


SOMETHING More THAN RECENT 
HIsTorRy 


My plea, then, is that you try to do 
something with these statistics in the fol- 
lowing pages which have been so labori- 
ously compiled. As they stand, they are 
little more record of recent 
They are of relatively no more 


than a 
history. 
use than were my beautiful personal ac- 
counts in the days before I began to make 
up adequate balance sheets. I know from 
experience that I was able to make these 
personal accounts into something more 
than an end in themselves. I know also 
from experience that the annual A. L. A. 
statistics can be turned into highly valu- 
able means to highly valuable ends. Try 
it and see for yourself! 


3? * KE 














Salaries in Public Libraries 


By PAUL NORTH RICE 
Chairman, A. L. A. Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 


ITH the publication of statistics 
of public libraries for 1937, the A. L. A. 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 
would once more remind library admin- 
istrators that the main reason for the com- 
pilation of these tables is the hope that 
they may be of help in raising library 
salaries. Comparison of the salaries paid 
in all too many public libraries with the 
salaries paid in comparable institutions 
will show certain positions underpaid. 
When comparison is made with the sal- 
aries of school teachers and principals, as 
reported in these tables, the unfortunate 
financial position of librarians is clear. 
Such information should be helpful in 
convincing governing boards that library 
salaries are inadequate and should be in- 
creased. 

Particular attention is called to the 
salaries now being paid to catalogers, chil- 
dren’s librarians, and other professional 
assistants not holding administrative posi- 
tions. The Board on Salaries, Staff, and 
Tenure believes that $1,620 should be the 
minimum salary paid to any professional 
assistant who has had four years of college 
and one year of library school, and that 
$1,500 should be the minimum for pro- 
fessional assistants with only three years 
of college plus one year of library school. 

A glance at these tables indicates how 
few of even the better libraries are living 
up to this modest scale. In each of the 
tables there are wide divergencies and 


265 


accordingly the median figures printed at 
the foot of the columns are worthy of 
attention. The minimum median salary 
for a cataloger in cities of over 200,000 
is $1,315.50; for libraries serving com- 
munities from 100,000 to 199,999, it is 
$1,320; in communities of 35,000 to 
99,999, $1,380; and in communities 
smaller than 35,000, $1,425. The mini- 
mum median salaries for children’s libra- 
rians in the four tables are $1,274, $1,398, 
$1,260, and $1,250. For other profes- 
sional assistants they are $1,200, $1,060, 
$1,200, and $1,000. This means then that 
the average minimum median salary for 
catalogers is about $1,360; for children’s 
librarians, about $1,295; for other pro- 
fessional assistants, about $1,115. Pre- 
sumably these assistants have had library 
school or its equivalent. When it is 
remembered that these salaries are not nec- 
essarily for beginners but in many cases 
are paid to people who have been a number 
of years in their work, and that these are 
not the low but the median salaries, there 
is clear indication that library salaries are 
inexcusably inadequate. 

Fortunately, the salary tables for this 
year do show some improvement over 
former years. A glance at the median 
figures for 1937 in comparison with 





1In smaller libraries where there is usually only 
one cataloger, the larger salary indicated may be 
based on two factors; (1) greater experience than 
that of a cataloger in the lower brackets in a large 
library and (2) broader duties than in libraries with 
larger staffs.—Eb. 
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the median figures of 
table, 
more often than 


1936, in the 
improvement 
a decrease. 
In twenty cases there is improvement 


following shows 


it shows 
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hour week is increasingly the standard, 
and an ever growing proportion of libra- 
ries has followed the tendency in industry 
to make a still shorter working week. 








SALARIES IN LIBRARIES SERVING A PoPULATION OF More THAN 200,000 








Minimum! Maximum? Minimum! ae Maximum! 
Department head $1836 $2712 $2010 $2746 
Division head 1920 2200 1900 2290 
Branch librarian 1500 1960 1560 2085 
First. assistant, departments 1524 I9I4 1568 1977 
First assistant, divisions 1560 1855 1800 1990 
First assistants, branches 1383 1561 1440 1763 
Catalogers 1315 1800 1320 1837 
Children’s librarians 1274 1700 127 1740 
Other professional assistants 1200 1800 1242 1900 
Subprofessional assistants 869 1200 900 1310 
Clerical assistants 770 1600 840 1500 
Others (including bookbinders) 600 1200 600 1186 


and in only four cases is there a decrease. 

The hours per week required of each 
full-time staff member show little change 
but when there is a change it is for shorter 
hours. Only one library serving a city 
of more than 200,000 has a longer week 
than forty-two hours for professionals, and 
only six libraries serving smaller com- 


munities exceed forty-two hours. A forty- 


1 Fractions omitted. 


The A. L. A. Board on Salaries, Staff, 
and Tenure regrets that so many of the 
salary statistics still are not reported or 
are confidential. It is especially unfortu- 
nate that usually these unreported and 
confidential salaries 
quate ones. 


are the more ade- 
It is unfortunate also that a 
number of libraries which have been in- 
cluded in these tables in the past could 
not be included this year because their 
reports were received too late. 
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We Meditate over 1937 Figures— 


Deductions or Assumptions? 


By WILLIAM J. HAMILTON 
Member, A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration 


with 
Department Heads, Dayton Public Library 


It is Sunday morning in a quiet library 
where the stillness is broken only by the fat, 
friendly robins outside calling from tree to 
budding tree in what our pioneer donor des- 
ignated long ago as “a public walk forever,” 
but which we know as a peaceful city square 
carpeted today with the emerald of soft new 
grass. There is not a patron, a borrower, 
a “public” in sight to remind us of yester- 
day’s rush when we almost seemed to be 
living again one of those peak Saturdays 
of 1932 and 1933. And we are trying to 
think out in the silence some of the lessons 
or suggestions libraries may garner from the 
crop of 1937 figures here piled Ossa on 
Pelion, a sadistic, statistical offering. 

It is hoped that the comparisons here made 
possible may help us to decide our goals and 
our courses more wisely. Despite occasional 
scoffers from our own circle most of us think 
of our institutions as boats to be guided 
through currents, not just rafts drifting 
wherever spontaneous and_ uncontrolled 
trends may develop. If there is to be a tug 
of war between the partisans of “the best 
treading” and those who favor “the largest 
number of readers,” each of us should decide 
where we will cast our lot. 

We admit that even circulation, registra- 
tion, and book collection figures do not tell 
the whole story of the vital service relations 
between libraries and the communities which 
they serve and which provide their support. 
However, if these figures are studied care- 
fully and are used wisely, every librarian 
can gain strength and ammunition for his 
institution, It is difficult to get the point of 
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view of the institutions which refuse to co- 
operate and contribute to such statistical 
studies even while they may utilize for their 
own advantage the contributions of others. 
This is especially regrettable in the matter 
of salary reports which must be withheld as 
confidential. 

Taken as a whole, financial conditions, ac- 
cording to 1937 figures, are improved for the 
majority of libraries, as are book collections. 
Staff conditions also are better both numeri- 
cally and as to remuneration. 

Our total circulation figures somewhat 
and our registration of borrowers to a less 
degree are lower than the figures of 1936, 
but the drop is much smaller than the previ- 
ous year, indicating that we have probably 
nearly completed the normal recession to be 
expected from the depression-forced peak. 
Similarly, the increase in book stocks must 
have a few more months to get into the adult 
community consciousness and be reflected in 
increased circulation. Apparently the re- 
vivifying influence of increased funds for the 
juvenile book collections which uniformly 
suffered most has already had an effect on 
juvenile circulation. 

What Mr. Shaw stated in the Library 
Journal, February 15 issue, as to the division 
of the weakened adult funds and its effect 
on fiction and non-fiction circulation is un- 
doubtedly true whether we all agree with 
him as to the reprehensibility of the librarian 
with a mission. Our non-fiction and ref- 
erence collections have been kept more 
nearly up to the standards of efficiency 
expected of an educational institution even 
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though our fiction collections show weakened 
equipment for “playground” service to the 
large number of borrowers who think of the 
library as a recreational institution. 

In using library statistics, on one point 
we must guard ourselves as the bases 
cannot be parallel in all communities. 
Our per capita figures must be used for 
comparison with a decided dash of salt 
for all are calculated on the basis of 1930 
census figures whose true relation to the 
population of 1938 will vary widely in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. A jump from 
25 to 35 per cent for per capita registration 


Libraries Servin g More 


Reports from 43 libraries, 40 American 
and 3 Canadian, are given this year, counting 
separately the 3 reports from New York 
City (New York Public Library Circulation 
Department, Brooklyn, and Queens Bor- 
ough) and the two from Providence (Provi- 
dence Public Library and the Elmwood 
Public Library). Pittsburgh is represented 
this year by only one report, that of the Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh, called “Old 
City” in the tables, as no report was received 
from the Carnegie Library of Allegheny. 
This number is the same as that of two years 
ago. 

Forty-nine reports were included last year. 
To the same 43 were added Columbus, Den- 
ver, Memphis, Minneapolis, Newark, and 
Allegheny from which reports either came 
too late or failed to come at all. Boston 
and Montreal are missing each year. 

The range of figures is great in this group 
since cities with populations ranging from 
209,326 to 3,376,438 are listed. Book collec- 
tions vary from 94,019 to 2,042,923; regis- 
tered borrowers from 37,246 to 740,658; 
total circulation from 732,923 to 10,491,170; 
employees from 37 to 995; and incomes from 
$61,537 to $1,897,427. 

In a general bird’s-eye view, “things are 
looking up” for libraries in this group. More 
income, more book stock, a gradual restora- 
tion of staff salaries with even a few in- 
creases, more professional workers, and 
working conditions at least no worse as to 
hours, vacations, and holidays—all these are 





does not indicate the same gain in efficiency 
in a town with a big increase in population 
as in a town which has had almost no popu- 
lation gain in the past seven years and no 
definite figures are available anywhere to tel] 
us which town is which. 

On the whole, however, the A. L. A. Head- 
quarters staff, the Board on Salaries, Staff, 
and Tenure, and the Committee on Library 
Administration have been successful in their 
joint efforts to clarify and to make definite 
and uniform the bases of the tabulation so 
that comparisons can be made with force and 
confidence. 


Than 200,000 Population 


encouraging signs of better days and a return 
to normalcy. 

The volumes per capita increased generally 
and all but 8 libraries have a larger book 
stock than last year. Yet not all added more 
books this year than last. Seventeen did not. 
Brooklyn, Queens Borough, Philadelphia, 
and Toronto added many more this year. 

Registration figures are so easily misinter- 
preted that their analysis is dangerous. It 
would appear, however, as if almost half of 
the libraries which have the three-year reg- 
istration period emerged from the year with 
more registered borrowers. But this is only 
one-half. In this same three-year registra- 
tion period group, almost as many libraries 
had gains in per cent of the population reg- 
istered as had losses. In spite of a loss, 
Dallas had the highest per cent registered. 

Alas for circulation! No gloating can be 
indulged in here unless it be for a “no de- 
pression” period, with money for amusements 
and travel flowing more freely, putting cir- 
culation figures into a sad decline. Only 
about a dozen libraries in the whole group 
which have a fourteen-day loan period point 
to increases. If there was a gain, this was 
divided between adult and juvenile except for 
Oakland where an adult loss was made up 
by a juvenile gain. 

Increased incomes in all but ten libraries 
brought a larger expenditure for staff sala- 
ries in all but seven, although the per cent of 
the total operating expenditures for salaries 
was not always greater. In about one-third, 
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WE MEDITATE OVER 1937 FIGURES 


it was less. The per cent of the total operat- 
ing expenditures for books, magazines, and 
binding was quite generally more. 

Library operating expenses per capita are 
always a source of anxiety and discussion. 
This year they are up in all but seven li- 
braries but the high figure of $1.01 is less 
than last year by thirteen cents. 

Libraries are steady employers. Only g in 
this group report fewer “employees in full- 
time equivalent.” Most of them have more 
professional employees now and of the four- 
teen which have fewer, the difference in the 
number is slight. Fourteen also have more 
subprofessional workers but not the 
same 14 which have fewer professional 
workers! An increased subprofessional staff 
has not always meant a decreased profes- 
sional one. 

Salaries are really “on the mend.” Un- 
published information shows that in 24 out of 
32 reporting libraries, salary cuts have been 
completely restored. No library reports re- 
ductions in individual salaries, and 15 out of 
35 libraries show some increase. 

About one-half of the staff in the various 
job groupings from chief librarians to “other 
professional assistants” are enjoying some 
slight gain in pay. Of the other half, only 
afew cases of reduction in the wage scale for 
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the job are noted. Working hours and vaca- 
tions for the professional staff show little 
change, on the whole. They are much the 
same. Only 3 libraries have longer hours 
and these may have attended salary restora- 
tions. Only Dallas and New Orleans have 
shorter hours. 

Vacations range from 6 to 27 days with 
many libraries varying the period according 
to position held or years of service. Only 2 
are giving less than formerly. 

A feature appearing again this year is the 
presentation of salary figures of public school 
employees. They afford the opportunity for 
interesting comparisons. For instance, from 
the incomplete figures available, it is shown 
that salaries of chief librarians cannot be 
compared at all to those of public school 
superintendents. Instead, they receive about 
as much as the maximum for high school 
principals. Nor can library division or de- 
partment heads be compared with high school 
department heads. Library department 
heads are paid about the same as high school 
teachers with a higher minimum but a lower 
maximum rate. Catalogers and children’s 
librarians get less than elementary school 
teachers and first assistants in library de- 
partments only a little more. 

Janet L. HANNAFORD 


Libraries Serving from I00,000 to 199,999 
Population 


There were 40 returns from the 45 li- 
braries serving a population of from 100,000 
to 199,999. 

An increase in book collection is shown 
in 30 of 34 libraries which also reported 
last year. The loss in circulation is not 
in keeping with the increased book collec- 
tions since the tables show a loss in 26 li- 
braries; a gain in 8. Regardless of the loss 
in circulation, registration showed a loss 
in only 19 libraries, with a gain in 14. One 
library had the same number of borrowers 
as last year. 

Twenty-seven libraries have a larger 
income than last year; 8, an income not so 
large. Total expenditures have remained 
Practically the same in 18 libraries report- 


ing this figure. The percentage for book 
expenditures is somewhat smaller with an 
increase in 10 libraries. Five libraries re- 
ported the same amount as last year. 


SALARIES SHOW GAIN 


Staff salaries showed a noticeable gain with 
24 of the 34 having an increase. There was 
also a gain in the percentage of the total 
spent for salaries but it was not so general. 
Individual staff salaries showed an increase 
in 10 libraries. No individual reductions 
were reported. From the 25 libraries which 
reported, over one-half showed that com- 
plete restoration of salary cuts has been 
made. 
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The number of professional staff members 
remained practically the same in 15 cases, 
with 11 increases and 8 decreases. Eight 


libraries had a gain in non-professional staf: 
12, a decrease. There was no change in 8 
of the libraries. 


SUZANNE STARR 


Libraries Serving from 35,000 to 99,999 Population 


Libraries in this group show a general in- 
crease in appropriations. Thirty-one out of 
37 received an increase though it was in most 
cases. but a small per cent of the previous 
year’s appropriation. The median of oper- 
ating costs rose from seventy-two to seventy- 
seven cents. 

In line with the larger appropriations were 
the increases in salary and book budgets. 
Salary appropriations were increased in 28 
out of 30 cities. The per cent of the ap- 
propriation spent for salaries decreased this 
year indicating that salary budgets had 
been increased only slightly. TTwenty-three 
libraries spent more money on their book 


collections than in the previous year. Eleven 
libraries spent less. In 5 libraries, the book 
budget was unchanged. Volumes were in- 
creased in 32 out of 37 libraries. The median 
of volumes available per capita rose from 
1.4 to 1.5. 

As to services rendered, 19 libraries re- 
ported a gain in per capita registration; 
17, a loss. Circulation gains were shown 
in 16 cities; losses in 21. Strangely 
enough, 20 libraries had a gain in per capita 
circulation; 18, a loss. “The median of per 
capita circulation increased from 7.31 to 
7.363. 

Mivprep A. LInskey 


Libraries Serving from 10,000 to 34,999 Population 


About 600 cities in the United States and 
Canada fall into this group but question- 
naires were sent to a selected and representa- 
tive group of 72. Statistics for but 39 of 
those reporting are available as some were 
received too late to be included and some 
were given confidentially. One moved to the 
next larger group. Three of the libraries 
that returned questionnaires were not on last 
year’s list so statistics for only 36 libraries 
can be compared for successive years. 

With two exceptions, book collections were 
increased. All but one raised the number of 
volumes per capita. Ten had fewer regis- 
tered borrowers than for the previous year. 
Eleven had increased circulation while the 
others suffered a loss. Ten had an increase 
in circulation per capita and 18 had a greater 
circulation per employee. 

In only one city of this class does the chief 
librarian receive more salary than the maxi- 
mum salary paid a high school principal and 


only 4 receive more than the minimum salary 
paid high school principals. Fifteen libraries 
reported complete restoration of salary cuts 
made to staff members against 13 that have 
had only partial restoration, with the per cent 
of salaries as of November 1, 1937, for these 
13 ranging from 2 to 15 per cent below the 
peak salaries. Only 2 of this group of 36 
libraries have staff members on five-day week 
schedules. 

In comparing the staffs for the two years, 
the following items are noted: 6. staffs 
have more workers with professional train- 
ing; 5 have fewer professional and more 
subprofessional, and 2 have fewer of each 
kind. 

Twenty-eight libraries had more income; 
while 6 reported less income than last year. 
Twenty had greater library expenditure per 
capita. Of the 15 libraries with a smaller 
income per capita, 5 had a decrease of only 
.Ol per cent. RuTH STEIN 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 





Summary 
Library 
Number of Operating Salary Salary 
Employees in Expen- Expen- of As- Salary of Salary o 
Full-Time ditures ditures Salary sistant Salary of Branch and Pro- 
Circulation Equivalent Last Last of Chief Chief Department Sub-Branch fessional 
Last Fiscal Profes- Fiscal Fiscal Li- __Libra- eads Librarians Assistants? 
| Year! Total sional Year Year brarian rian Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max 
Serving 
| Morethan)High 10,491,170 995 77 1,672,844 1,208,387 10,000 5850 3200 4500 2520 3420 2257 3500 
900,000 }Median 2,703,106 166} 854 296,5854 180,800 5700 3356 2010 2746 1560 2085 1242 1900 
Population) Low 732,923 37 5 61,537 34,617 2846 1560 1260 1500 900 1200 763 763 
Serving F ait - E ss 
100, 000- | High 1,325,197 10lxoo 38 185, 256 115,265 6500 3000 2220 2600 1740 2220 2000 2100 
199,999 }>Median 583,216 394 19 75,3064 44,065 3600 2271 15034 1960 1250 1680 1060 1390 
| Population} Low 209,048 14 2 20,293 12,488 2464 1870 960 1200 600 790 720 900 
Serving 
35,000- | High 1,2 723 41} 129,334 86,785 5400 3050 2500 3000 2100 2400 1500 2700 
99,999 Median ‘ 20 12 42,466 23,6744 3175 2100 1525 1900 1450 1560 1200 1469 
j Population) Low 9 2 11,999 5545 1800 1260 1014 1080 720 720 780 960 
Serving n = 908 692 " > ” 
} 10,000- | High 396,973 23r000 161000 71,051 23 ,579 4000 1995 1740 1900 2100 1800 1500 1820 
34,999 Median 151,704 8 4 15,867 7339 2100 1500 1300 1515 1200 1290 1000 1170 
Population) Low 77, 280 4 1 6078 1967 1200 900 720 1000 600 780 380 780 


1 Only 14-day loan period figures included ; 
2 Excludes first assistants in department, divisions and branches, catalogers and children’s librarians 


SALARIES OF SCHOOL PEOPLE 


Summary 
: : High School High School Hich School Elementary Schoo! 
Superin- Principals Department Heads Teachers Teachers 
tendent Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 
Serving 
More than ) High 25,000 7500 10,000 4308 5688 2040 4500 1608 3390 
200,000 >Median 9840 3610 48564 2650 3260 1450 2800 1150 2366 
Population} Low 7082 1800 2858 1800 1950 941 1800 867 1590 
Serving 
100,000- ) High 9500 5950 5950 4400 7000 1900 4000 1500 3950 
199,999 >Median 7000 3500 4500 2275 2900 1350 227 1000 1861 
Population } Low 4000 2043 2750 1417 1824 600 1332 600 992 
Serving 
35,000- )High 12,500 7500 7500 4150 5000 2500 4050 2000 4100 
99,999 : >Median 6400 3749 4500 2150 2900 1260 25174 10844 1950 
Population} Low 3800 1683 2700 1200 1850 540 1590 630 1395 
Serving 
10,000- | High 7500 6000 6000 4500 3800 1600 3420 1400 2700 
34,999 : Median 4800 3200 3410 1977 23434 1225 2146 1000 15803 
Population | Low 2500 887 2500 1167 1860 750 1251 670 1100 
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DEFINITIONS 


1. An administrative office assistant is a 
person such as the business manager or sec- 
retary to the chief librarian or director who 
performs work of a highly specialized nature 
but not that requiring training and skill in 
the theoretical or scientific parts of library 
work. 

Formal education or experience equivalent 
to that required of such workers in a large 
business organization should be considered 
as prerequisite. 

2. A department head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to the 
chief librarian or director, or assistant chief 
librarian, and in charge of a major division 
of the library organization which has its own 
staff and definite responsibilities, or, where 
the central library is organized under the 
divisional system, is head of one of the di- 
visions of the central library such as litera- 
ture, history, or technology and is directly 
responsible to the chief librarian or director, 
assistant chief librarian or librarian of the 
main library. (Branch librarians should not 
be considered department heads. Salary of 
an assistant chief librarian serving as depart- 
ment head should not be included here.) 

The department head must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as de- 
fined in definition 6. 

3. A division head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to a 
department head and in charge of a sub- 
division of a department. The division has 
its own staff and responsibilities. 

A division head must meet the qualifica- 
tions of a professional assistant as defined in 
definition 6. 

4. A branch librarian is a member of the 
professional staff and in charge of an aux- 
iliary library with a permanent foundation 
collection of books, administered as an in- 
tegral part of the library system, with at 
least one full-time librarian. 

A branch librarian must meet the qualifi- 
cations of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6. 

5. A first assistant is a member of the 
professional staff of a department, division, 


294 


or branch having a staff with a minimum of 
three professional persons. The first as- 
sistant is directly responsible to the depart- 
ment head, division head, or branch librarian 
and is second in authority. (Only one first 
assistant should be listed for each depart- 
ment, division, or branch.) 

The first assistant must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6. 

6. A professional assistant is a member 
of the professional staff performing work of 
a professional grade which requires train- 
ing and skill in the theoretical or scientific 
parts of library work as distinct from its 
merely mechanical parts and includes all the 
professional staff except the chief librarian 
or director, assistant chief librarian, depart- 
ment heads, division heads, branch libra- 
rians, and first assistants. 

To be classed as a professional assistant, 
the person should have: 

a. At least a bachelor’s degree which in- 
cludes one year of professional education in 
the four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 

b. An informal education considered by 
the chief librarian as the real equivalent of 
four years of college work plus five years’ 
experience in a library of recognized pro- 
fessional standing. (This provision is to 
take care of those already in the profession 
who are performing duties which require a 
knowledge of books and library technique 
as taught in a library school.) 

7. A subprofessional assistant is a person 
who performs, under the immediate super- 
vision of professional staff members, work 
largely concerned with the higher routine 
processes which are peculiar to library work 
and which require some knowledge of library 
procedure. (No assistant paid on an hourly 
basis should be included here.) 

A subprofessional assistant should have 
had at least brief elementary training in li- 
brary work as taught in a library summer 
session or a training class. 

8. A clerical assistant is a person such as 

(Continued on page 301) 
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Jury To Make Awards for 
Distinguished Library Service 


FRANKLIN F. Hopper, of the New 
York Public Library, has accepted chair- 
manship of the A. L. A. Jury on Awards 
appointed recently by President Craver to 
select candidates for the Joseph W. Lippin- 
cott and the James Terry White awards 
in 1938. 

Joseph W. Lippincott, of Philadelphia, 
is donor of the first award, to be presented 
annually, for notable professional achieve- 
ment in any field of library activity. 

James T. White, of New York City, is 
donor of the second award, named in honor 
of his grandfather, to be given annually 
for notable published professional writing. 

Both awards were accepted by the 
A. L. A. Council at the Midwinter con- 
ference last December with votes of appre- 
ciation to their donors. 

J. Periam Danton served as chairman 
of acommittee appointed by the Executive 
Board to consider the awards and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
them. On recommendation of the commit- 
tee, both awards are to be restricted to 
members of the American Library Asso- 
ciation actively engaged in library work, 
with preferential consideration given to 
younger librarians. No award will be 
made in any given year when, in the jury’s 
opinion, no sufficiently outstanding achieve- 
ment is brought to its attention. 

Other members of the Jury on Awards, 
whose candidates will be announced at the 
Kansas City conference, June 13 to 18, are: 


A. L. A. NEWS 


Sixtieth Annual Conference, Kansas City, 
Missouri, June 13-18, 1938 
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Florence Bradley, William C. Haygood, 
Mrs. Evelyn Steele Little, Gerhard R. 


Lomer, Martha M. Parks, and Ralph R. 
Shaw. 


Bibliography Committee Invites 


Codperation 
SysTEMATIC attention to biblio- 


graphical information in America at the 
present time is a variable if not an un- 
known quantity. Is there a bibliography 
on X in progress? Are there any bibliog- 
raphies of Y in existence—either published 
separately or as parts of books, in periodi- 
cals or the publications of learned societies, 
on film, on cards, or in typewritten form 
filed away in some library? 

The A. L. A. Bibliography Committee 
invites your codperation in making the an- 
swers to these questions as complete as 
possible. The duties of this committee are 
threefold: to act as a clearing house for all 
bibliographical projects arising within 
committees or sections of the A. L. A.; to 
undertake bibliographical projects alone as 
a committee or in codperation with other 
groups within and without the Association ; 
to keep the membership informed at all 
times on bibliographical progress. 

With the appearance of the H. W. 
Wilson Company’s Cumulative Bibliog- 
raphy of Bibliographies, libraries now have 
a complete record of current published 
bibliographies. This new enterprise is 
to appear quarterly with annual and 
five-year cumulations, and is to include 
“as completely the biblio- 


as_ possible 
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graphic material in current books, pam- 
phlets, and periodicals.” 

Another important plan deserves the 
coéperation of all librarians. The Bib- 
liographical Society of America proposes 
expanding the “Notes and Queries” sec- 
tion of its News Sheet “to include as near- 
ly as possible notices of all bibliographies 
planned or in process of compilation by 
members of the constituent societies of the 
American Council of Learned Societies and 
other American scholars.” The Biblio- 
graphical Society has requested the codp- 
eration of the Bibliography Committee in 
this enterprise, the former to make con- 
tacts with learned societies, the latter to 
reach publishers and librarians. It is 
hoped that this may result in a rather 
complete listing and announcement of bib- 
liographies in the process of compilation. 

To these ends, the Bibliography Com- 
mittee requests the codperation of all mem- 
bers of the American Library Association. 
Each member is asked to send to the com- 
mittee, at A. L. A. Headquarters, 520 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago: 

Subjects or titles of desirable bibliographi- 
cal projects needed by the profession 

Information regarding any unpublished, 
typewritten, or manuscript bibliographies of 
interest to the profession 


Notices of bibliographies in the process of 
preparation. 


LELAND R. SmitH, Member 
Bibliography Committee 


Legislation Reprint 

Tue REpoRT of the Committee on 
Legislation covering the period from Janu- 
ary, 1936, through June, 1937, has been 
reprinted from the September, 1937, Bulle- 
tin at the expense of the League of Library 
Commissions. 


These reports, beginning 





1See A. L. A. Bulletin 32:65, January, 1938. 


with the year 1931, serve as an informal 
supplement to American Library Laws, 
published in 1930. “Those who have the 
latter may obtain a copy of the reprint of 
the latest report by writing to A. L. A. 
Headquarters, 520 North Michigan Aye. 
nue, Chicago, and enclosing 5 cents in 
stamps to cover the cost of mailing. 


Decision On Rubbings 


Tue importation of rubbings of in 
scriptions on monuments has at times 
caused trouble in connection with the ques- 
tion of customs duty, as paragraph 1631 of 
the Tariff Act of 1930 does not specifically 
mention rubbings among the types of ar- 
ticles which may be imported by libraries 
free of duty. A recent ruling of the Treas- 
ury Department states that rubbings or ink 
squeezes are “classifiable, for the purposes 
of paragraph 1631 of the tariff act, as 
books, if imported in the form of books, 
or as charts if imported in single sheets.” 
The department’s decision of January 4, 
1938, will be published in abstract in an 
early edition of the weekly Treasury De- 
cisions. 


LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 
Book Buying Committee 


Two Timely Articles 


A spEcIAL list of fifty-one “Health 
Books for Public Libraries, 1937” com- 
piled by Isabel L. Towner, librarian of 
the National Health Council, New York 
City, appeared in the March 15 Booklist. 
In the same issue is an article on “New 
trality” by Walter H. C. Laves, director of 
the midwest office of the League of Na 
tions Association and lecturer in Political 
Science at the University of Chicago. Mr. 
Laves comments on books, pamphlets, and 
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articles which present the subject from 
many different points of view. 


More about the Publicity 
Exhibit 
Lisrarians who plan to send ex- 
amples of library publicity for display 
in Kansas City are reminded that only 
1937-38 material can be used. 

Our space is going to be limited. With 
so many libraries involved, we can show 
only the most outstanding items. If pos- 
sible, do not send material that has to 
be returned. However, if you are anx- 
ious to show publicity which does not 
exist in duplicate, please specify that its 
return to you is necessary. Because the 
Publicity Committee’s exhibit appropria- 
tion is very small, we must ask that 
libraries pay the cost of return transpor- 
tation. We will send such material “ex- 
press collect.” All items should be clearly 
marked with the name and address of the 
library sending them. 

Please send all items, except posters, in 
duplicate if you can. We hope to provide 
the A. L. A. Publicity Division with good 
samples of all kinds of publicity to lend 
to libraries on request. We also hope to 
provide the division with an exhibit which 
can be lent for display at state and other 
meetings. 

Clippings, leaflets, and photographs 
should be sent unmounted. This is stipu- 
lated in order to obtain a satisfactory 
color scheme. 

For a detailed statement of the kinds 
of material to be sent, see page 208 of 
the March A. L. A. Bulletin. Mail 
packages, except posters, to the under- 
signed at 45-36 Thirty-ninth Place, Long 
Island City, New York, before May 15. 
Posters may be addressed to the under- 
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signed in care of the Aladdin Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, to be received not later 
than June 9. 
GRETCHEN J. Garrison, Member 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee 


Elizabeth Groves To Be In 
Charge of Children’s Books 


Exizasetu A. Groves has accepted 
a position as assistant in charge of chil- 
dren’s books on the Booklist staff. She 
will begin work there on May 2. Be- 
sides her year as children’s librarian at 
the North Portland (Ore.) Branch, Miss 
Groves has had five years’ experience 
in the Brownsville Children’s Branch in 
Brooklyn. She took her B.A. at British 
Columbia and two years of professional 
training at the University of Washington 
Library School, specializing in children’s 
work. She relieves Isabel McLaughin of 
the Minneapolis library who—on leave of 
absence—for five months has most success- 
fully carried the work. 


Correction 


In THE report headed $2,000,000 
Federal Grant Recommended,” in the Feb- 
ruary Bulletin (page 179), two figures 
were given minus their final zeros. The 
correct totals for all grants recommended 
by the President’s Advisory Committee on 
Education to develop the six-year education 
plan outlined are $70,000,000 for the first 
year and $199,000,000 for 1944. 


Adult Education News 


Owrnc to last minute news on fed- 
eral aid, we are holding over until next 


month the section, “Adult Education 


News.’ 
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A “City Family” That Works 
To the Editor: 

Ninety-nine and ninety-eight hundredths 
per cent membership in the All City Em- 
ployees Association is the record of the staff 
of the Los Angeles Public Library. This 
entitles us to four directors on the board, 
elected by the library staff (one for each 
one hundred members), with but a couple 
of memberships lacking to give us our fifth 
director. This gives us an adequate repre- 
sentation with the other 28 city departments. 

Anne F. Leidendeker, head of the Science 
Department, and president of the California 
Library Association, is vice president of the 
“City Family” and elected at large, our pres- 
ent directors from the library division are: 
Gladys Caldwell, head of the Art Depart- 
ment; Homer Weeks, assistant accountant; 
Eleanora Crowder, branch librarian; and 
Margaret Hickman, head of the Foreign 
Department. 

We are concerned in making the library 
service a vital public function, manned by an 
efficient and adequately paid staff. Our em- 
ployers, the public, need to be educated about 
librarians as human beings, as well as public 
servants; while we need to know more about 
what is expected of us in public relations and 
how we may give efficient public service. 
Believing that no one departmental group of 
city employees can set up effective public 
relations alone, that goals must be established 
and coéperatively carried through, there 
seemed but one practical thing to do: unite 
with our fellow city employees. 

Among the pleasant things which have re- 
sulted wholly or in part from this associa- 
tion are a retirement plan to which the city 
and the employee contribute equal amounts; 
a city employee’s federal credit union; restor- 
ation of salaries to pre-depression levels, with 
slight increases to a few employees who had 
worked longest on minimum salaries; the 
addition to library vacations (or as needed) 
of those holidays enjoyed by other city em- 
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ployees throughout the year; a forty-hour 
week for all library employees, and a gener. 
ous sick-leave. 
Through this larger association we hope 
that working conditions equitable to al] 
groups may be brought about covering such 
matters as salaries, hours of labor, vaca- 
tions, holidays, sick-leaves, and job analyses 
under civil service. It is of great importance 
that like salaries be paid for like services 
throughout the city organization if there is 
to be incentive for advancement and if we 
are to attract qualified persons into public 
service. 
Salaries of library employees, we are sorry 
to say, are below the lowest grades when 
compared with all other groups of city em- 
ployees. Not an unusual condition. We 
need to have our plight brought to the at- 
tention of the administration, and through 
the machinery of our city-wide organization, 
this can be done in an impersonal manner. 
We gather some encouragement from our 
mayor’s annual January, 1938, report, in 
which he says, in speaking of the library 
department: “Base pay (1929) restorations 
have been made to all employees in the sys- 
tem, but the scale is still seriously below 
standard and the department frequently ex- 
periences loss of both clerical and profes- 
sional workers to other institutions offering 
higher inducements! .. .” 
BerTHA MarsuHatt, Editor 
LAPL Broadcaster 
Public Library 

Los Angeles, California 


Simmons Reorganizes Library 
School Curriculum 
To the Editor: 


Believing certain fields of library service to 
be deserving of special attention in a one- 
year curriculum, the Simmons College School 
of Library Science is reorganizing its offer- 
ings for 1938-39 to include four optional pro- 
grams to emphasize the following fields: 
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Cataloging and 
m libraries 

2. Service to boys and girls in 
braries and in schools 

3. Service to adult readers in the library 
and in cooperation with other adult educa- 
tional agencies 

4. Special library service 

The first three programs, 
third, will include some new material, but 
represent essentially a reorganization of the 
curriculum to present integrated courses of 
study. The fourth program is provided for 
by new courses. 

These special programs will be optional 
to the general curriculum in the second half- 
year. The first two will be open to seniors 
and college graduates; the last two will be 
open to college graduates only. In each case 
only those students will be permitted to en- 
roll for an optional program who demon- 
strate by academic background, scholarship, 


classification for schol- 


public li- 


especially the 


personality, and general maturity that they 
are likely to succeed in the special field 
chosen. 


It is believed that these special programs 
will offer to superior students opportunity 
for some specialization in the one-year pro- 
fessional curriculum, without undue limita- 
tion of placement possibilities in general as- 
sistantships. 

Librarians interested in further informa- 
tion are invited to request the catalog de- 
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scribing these programs, to be issued about 
April 1. 
HERMAN H. HENKLE, Director 
Simmons College School of 
Library Science 
3oston, Massachusetts 


Calgary Passes on an Idea 
To the Special Membership Division: 

We have today sent off our library con- 
tributing membership fee of $25. You might 
be interested to know how this amount was 
made up. Five dollars was contributed by 
the staff, $5 by the librarian, $5 by a member 
of the board, and the remainder by the board. 
Other small libraries might be interested in 
this scheme for raising the $25 when the 
board is unable to do it alone. 

Ciara M. Stuart 
Public Library 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 


Omaha’s WPA Poster Artist 
To the Editor: 


“Rochester Finds Poster Artist an Econ- 
omy” in the February Bulletin attracted my 
attention because the subject has been of 
vital interest to all of us in Omaha. 

To have posters made piecemeal costs 
money—that we know from experience—so 
when our last WPA project became a reality, 
we decided that it offered a chance to save 
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a little money. We asked for a commercial 
artist and we got him. 

His first assignment was the card catalog. 
All the guides were reversed, India-ink head- 
ings replacing the typewritten cards. Cata- 
log drawers were renumbered and relettered 
throughout the system. Signs of all kinds, 
systematically planned as to color and size, 
were made to designate our pay collection, 
mystery and western stories, popular fiction, 
purchases of the year, directory of the build- 
ing—and signs, more signs. Our new 
“Browsing Aisles” had to have attractive 
signs so the outstanding subjects of the 
Dewey Classification were designed and now 
lead the way to the stacks. The stacks them- 
selves were numbered with artistic figures on 
an ivory background outlined in black. 
Shelves in the Children’s Room were num- 
bered in black on cream with red outline. 

Our staff suggest the posters they wish 
made so the artist benefits by the ideas of 
some very clever and artistic women. Roller 
Skates and sign posts of reading were such 
attractive posters that many teachers asked 
to borrow them to stimulate reading in their 
schools. 

The artist works hand in hand with our 
WPA bookbinder and together they do some 
genuinely worth while work. The binder 
made covers for our maps, cylindrical in 
shape, with removable tops and the lettering 
was done by the artist. Our Delphian group 
presented us with several hundred colored 
pictures, which the binder mounted and the 
artist lettered, and we have every reason 
to be proud of the work done so carefully 
and painstakingly. All reconditioned books 
are the work of the binder and the lettering 
is done by the poster artist. 

Every branch librarian is privileged to ask 
for the services of these WPA employees, so 
that all over the system there is a uniformity 
of lettering. 

It is not advisable to cross bridges, but we 
wonder what we are going to do without a 
commercial artist when the WPA projects 
are closed and our budget is too small to 
warrant having even a small salaried poster 
artist on the library payroll. 

BerTHA BAuMeER, Librarian 
Omaha Public Library 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Winners in Missouri Contest 


Marjorie Sheetz, of Columbia, Oscar ¢. 
Orman and Ruth T. Manlove, of St. Louis, 
and Frances L. Gearhart, of Springfield, 
were named winners, in the order indicated, 
in a recent professional reading contest for 
junior members of the Missouri Library 
Association sponsored by Charles H. Comp. 
ton, St. Louis librarian. Each winner re. 
ceived a copy of Mr. Compton’s book, Who 
Reads What? The judges were Mrs. Har- 
riet P. Sawyer, Mrs. Ada M. Elliott, and 
Alice M. Waldron. 


Ohio Employes Share in 
Pension Plan 


Paul A. T. Noon, state librarian, an- 
nounces that the Ohio legislature has enacted 
a law which will enable all public library 
employees in the state to become members of 
a state-wide Public Employees Retirement 
System beginning July 1, 1938. The law en- 
larges the former State Employees Retire- 
ment System to include county, municipal, 
conservancy, health, and public library em- 
ployees. Membership in this system will be 
optional for all present employees and for all 
new employees who are fifty years old or 
older at the time of employment. Otherwise 
membership is compulsory for all regular, 
full-time library workers. The new law 
does not affect retirement systems established 
under a previous law which permitted library 
boards to contribute to pension plans in li- 
braries with seventy-five or more employees. 

The law provides for compulsory retire- 
ment of its members at the age of seventy 
(with one year extension permitted until 
1942) and optional retirement at sixty after 
the year 1939. Each member contributes 4 
per cent of his salary (up to $2,000) at the 
end of each pay period. If a member leaves 
public service in the state before retirement 
age, his full contributions are refunded with 
compound interest at a rate of not less than 
3 nor more than 4 per cent annually. 

Upon retirement, members will receive an 
annuity based upon the amount of their ac- 
cumulated contributions and an added pen- 
sion of equal amount from the contributions 
of the library. For members who worked in 
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public libraries previous to 1935 there will be 
an additional “prior service pension” which, 
each year, will amount to 14 per cent of the 
average salary for the years 1930-34 (up to 
$2,000) multiplied by the number of years 
of service prior to 1935. 


La | 
Definitions 
(Continued from page 294) 


a typist, etc., who performs, under immedi- 
ate supervision, processes which may require 
experience, speed, accuracy, and clerical abil- 
ity of a high order but do not require knowl- 
edge of the theoretical or scientific aspects 
of library work. 

High school graduation is presupposed ror 
this classification. 

9. “Others” includes those devoting either 
full or part-time to the most simple clerical 
or manual tasks which involve no responsi- 
bility or independent judgment. (This work 
is usually performed by pages, shelvers, and 
beginning workers. Book menders, bindery 
force, janitors, engineers, and building force 
should not be included here.) 

10. Branches are auxiliary libraries, with 
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a permanent foundation collection of books, 
administered as an integral part of the li- 
brary system, with at least one full-time li- 
brarian. Sub-branches are small branches, 
open fewer hours, yet distinct from stations 
in that both the agency and the book collec- 
tion are more permanent. 


07 


National Boys’ and Girls’ Week 


The 1938 observance of National Boys’ 
and Girls’ Week will be held April 30 to 
May 7. Special material, giving suggestions 
for celebrating this week, may be secured 
from the national committee in charge, 
35 East Wacker Drive, Chicago. 


FI 


May Day—Child Health Day 


“Speed Children on the Road to Health,” 
is the slogan for the 1938 May Day-Child 
Health Day to be observed Sunday, May 
1. For information on programs, exhibits, 
or other activities, write the May Day 
chairman at your State Department of 


Health. 
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EACH WEEK DAY 
9AM. TO 9PM. 


An illustration from the latest report of the Tufts Library, at Weymouth, Massachusetts. 
Christine E. Evarts is the librarian. 
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d BEHIND THE BY-LINES he 
| Whos Who for Junior «Members \ 

Rosert C. Bink.ey, of Columbia Univer- 
sity, is a member of the editorial board of the 
new quarterly, The Journal of Documentary 
Reproduction, announced in the February 
Bulletin. His article is one of a series spon- 
sored by the A. L. A. Committee on Photo- 
graphic Reproduction of Library Materials. 

Wa ter C. EELts, coérdinator of the Co- 
operative Study of Secondary School Stand- 
ards, writes the second of two articles on 
measuring the secondary school library. The 
first, confined to the book collection, was 
printed in the March Bulletin. The Joint 
Committee of the National Education Asso- 
ciation and the A. L. A. have codperated in 
the study for the past several years. 

Nei A. UNGER reports on one of a num- 
ber of personnel questions which the Board 
on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure—of which she 
is a member—has investigated recently. For 
several years librarian of Reed College, Miss 
Unger was last year appointed librarian 
of the Library Association of Portland, 
Oregon. 


An Inexpensive Leaflet 


Balance Your Reading, introducing At- 
lanta (Ga.) citizens to the readers’ advisory 
service at their public library, shows the 
possibilities of the mimeograph as a medium 
for an inexpensive but effective leaflet. 


Federal Relations 
(Continued from page 233) 


the ratio of library expenditures to school 
expenditures recommended by the advisory 
committee is higher than the present ratio, 
which is 4 per cent. 

In view of the general situation set forth 
in the foregoing paragraphs, the special com- 
mittee is greatly gratified by the action of the 
advisory committee and recommends that the 
Executive Board give its strong indorsement 
to the advisory committee’s report and that 
it support the recommendations contained 
therein and work earnestly for their trans- 
lation into effective legislation. 
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In concluding its work, the special commit. 
tee wishes to express its very great apprecia- 
tion of the fine codperation given it by the 
advisory committee in the preparation of the 
memorandum and for its general understand- 
ing of the importance of including library 
service in its report to the President. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CARLETON B. JOECKEL 

Harry M. Lypensereo 

Jerome K. Witcox 

Louis R. Wi son, Chairman 
March 19, 1938 


Ask Investigation of Library 
of Congress 


A resolution calling for the appointment 
of a special committee of three senators to 
make a complete investigation of the opera- 
tion and management of the Library of Con- 
gress and the Legislative Reference Service 
of that library was introduced March 10 in 
the Senate by Senator McKellar, of Tennes- 


see, and referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 
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CERTIFICATION IN 
MANY STATES 


FEDERAL LIBRARY 
AGENCY 


PERMANENT STATE AID 
FOR MICHIGAN LIBRARIES 











NATIONAL AND STATE 
LIBRARY PLANS 





Road Builders 


Members of the American Library Association and of state library 
associations—most of which are chapters of the A. L. A.—are work- 
ing together to translate the national library plan and state library 
plans into action. Work valuable to the whole American 
movement has already been done—much more remains to be done. 


More than 14,000 librarians and library trustees compose the 
American Library Association, which is working for library progress 
throughout the country. You: are invited to be one of them. The 
A. L. A. Bulletin keeps you in touch with work that is being done. 


Personal A. L. A. memberships are $3 (for which you receive 
nine news issues of the A. L. A. Bulletin and the Annual Reports) 
or $5 (for which you receive in addition the Proceedings of the 
rath ih conference and the Handbook ). Institutional memberships 
are $5 a year. Applications for membership may be made to 


a American Library Association, 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
ago. 
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in New A.L.A. Publications 


Booklist Books 1937 


A good checklist for small libraries and branches, this annual selection lists 
and describes about 300 books of 1937 which librarians reported were 
actually most used and enjoyed. Also lists technical and business books, 






Full buying and cataloging information for each title. 


60p. Heavy Paper, 75¢ 


Inexpensive Books for Boys 
and Girls 


Public and school libraries whose book funds are limited should find this 
list most useful. No book over $1 is included and the selection of titles— 
890 in all—covers a wide range of subjects asked for by children. A chart 
analyzes and briefly evaluates the more important publishers’ series. 


44p. 50¢; 10 or more copies, 40¢ ea. 


Subject Index to Readers 


Invaluable for school librarian, teacher, and the children’s rooms of public 
libraries. Nearly 4,000 citations to 285 outstanding readers—from pre- 
primer through third grade—are listed by Eloise Rue under 1,000 different 
subjects. Twenty indexed readers are starred-as worthy of first purchase for 
small libraries, about 45 others are suggested for second purchase. 


192p. Cloth, $1.80 


American Library Association 
520 North Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 





